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Chapter 1.

THE BIRTH OF A NEW ORGANIZATION

Company A, 105th Machine Gun Battalion - +this particuler combination

of letters and numerals, which afterward became a "byword" was first made known
to most of us while we were engaged in setting up eamp in a cottonfield near
Spartanburg, South Ca:olina. None of the men had evor heard this name befaro.
To soldiers, who had been on active service in the United States Army for nearly
three months and now found themselves members of this new~born outfit, it had a
rather strange and unfamiliar sound, -

On the morning of October 9, 1917, Squadron A, National Guard, New
York, comprising Troops 4, B, C, and D, and the Machine Gun Troop maréhed down
Fifth Avenue in their own farewell parade, preparatory to entraining for Cemp
Wadsworth, where the orgenization had been ordered to join other New York
National Guerd units which hgd preceded it, The five troops were fully mounted.
riding horses for which our affection had steadily increased since the squadron
had been called into active service on July 15. On this date the men had been
mustered out of the National Guard end drafted into federal service,

All during the summer and early autumn, while Squadron A was encamped
in Van Qortlandt Park, rumors continued to reach the ears of the men that pre-
parations were being made for service on the Mexican Border as artillery, on

the Russian front as cavalry, in Italy as infantry, and France as machine

gunners,

ALl knew in this Great War that little cavalry had been used in combat
and yet every mon knew also that he belonged to a combat organization,

One possibility scemed as likely of realization as another, and after
ihO-novélty of this form of gossip had worn off, if indeed "rumoring" ever
becomes commonplace among soldiers, the men settled down to the routine work and

Pleasure of cevalrymen, They seemed to give little thought to anything
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except the duty of each day as it came.
The morning of October 1lth found us at our journey's end, and it

was not long before we assembled with full equipment along the tracks. The
average man in the ranks soon became aware, when our entire outfit began to march
out on foot, that some transition had occurred. We marched steadily on; some-
times we walked and at times we ran to catch up with the ranks in front. We
went up hills and down hills, écross fields and through woods, with saddle-bags
seross our shoulders, sebres dangling, dressed and equipped as mounted troops,
with pistols, rifles and rifle-boots and yet not riding. The realization soon
ceme that our horses were no longer & bart of us and that we were being initiated
into the science of hiking, At best this first march of ours as dismounted nen
could not be called a well executed affair.

| The journey was hot and consumed the better part of an hour with no
rest. Then at last we were led into the aforementioned cottonfield, the First
New York Cavalry Band struck up nearby giving us a welcome and the necessary

strength to form into line, to be healted and to flop unceremoniously upon our

packs which momentarily preceded us to the ground.

Shortly we began to sit up and take our bearings. We found a long

row of tents not many yards in front of us and another long row directly behind

USa We fitted very nicely - evidently we were expected. Soon we noticed our
officers hurrying ebout, papers in hand, calling sergeants and corporals for de-
tails, which were soon given, and each man found hinself rigging up tents, or
digging the curb line for our street, or carrying provisions into that long shed ™
at the head of our avenue of tents, which we now recognized as the mess-shack,

And then after our little bit for the day was over and we sat down in our tents to
write home and to tell how we were fixed, we realized again, and perhaps more

fully, that a change had come about in our army lives and that a new military
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organization had been born, Ve walked to the head of our street and read agein
the sign outside of the first sergeant’s new tent, advising us that Troops A and
B of Sguadron A had been formed into Company A of the 105th Machine Gun Battalioen,

the, entire sqguadron now being a machine gun battalion end part of the Twenty-

seventh Division.
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Chepter II. -4 -
CALP WADSWORTH

_When Company A was formed its officers were Captein Albert W. Putnanm,
First Lieutenant A, Campbell Smidt, Second Lieutenant L, Horatio. Biglow, Jr., and
gsecond Lisutenant J., Fehys.Cook. -
Captain Putnam and Lieutenant Cook had been officers in Troop B, Squadron
4 and Lieutenant Smidt and Lieutenant Biglow in Troop A, Squadron A.
While the company was being formed at Camp Wadsworth, Captain Putnam was
on detached service at the School of Fire, Fort Sill, Oklahoma. He returned
shortly after the company's arrival in Spartanburg. Lieutenant Biglow was pro-
moted to a first lieutenancy and Second Lieutenant William C, Barthman was trans-
ferred to us from the Forty-seventh Infantry, New York National Guard.
The tables of organization of a machine gun company called for 172 enlisted
. men under the command of a captain, Licutenant Snidt took the position of second
in command and the three platoons were under the immediate direction of Lieutenants
3 Biglow, Barthman and Cook. The general combination of fhe'qld troops of the
squadron and the transfer of some men to the newly formed batallion headquarters

company left each new combat company of the 105th Machine Gun Battalion somewhat

short of the required number of enlisted nen. Our deficiency was therefore

supplied by the transfer of men from the Tenth Infantry Regiment, New York National

C Guard,
After roturning to usg, Captain Putnan wns assigned to special duty at the
divisional machine gun school for the instruction of the nmachine gun officers of
- the Twenty-seventh Division. This work consumed his time during the mornings
"hile the company drilled as a unit under Lieutenant Snidt or separately by
blatoons under their respective cormanders. Our afterncons were divided into two

. Periods - the first, a school of machine gunnery under the captain, and the second,

£ = 2 n & s .
~ “6Voted to a hike or naneuvers. The schocl consisted of instruction in machine
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gun mechanism, fire and tactics and was held in our mess shack.

Camp Wadsworth was situated about three miles west of Spartonburg and
the entire encampment accommodating approxinately 30,000 troops covered e space
of about two miles square., During its stay there, our compeny made three trips
to the trenches which the divisional engineers had laid out and the infantry
regiments constructed in part of the camp. These tfenches were very eloborately
nede and consisted of several systems connected by corrmunication trenches,vall of
which were laid out in a space about five or six hundrad yards squara.

It will be remembered that the winter of 1917.18 was rather a severe one
aﬁd even in the south we found that we were confronted with protracted cold
weather acconpanied by heavy snow storms, The men spent much of their free
time hunting carefully for wood or any other burnable substance to heat the Sibley
stoves in the tents. By the first of the year nearly all of the tents had been
equipped with wooden floors and sidos, Shortly after that date, the coal situ-

ation became less acute and we obtained a regular ration of fuel. Many of us

will recall, however, the speed with which the old house near our picket-line was

demolished one cold Saturday afterncon.

One day during the fall we received a sudden order to substitute the blue
hat cord of the infantry for ouf yellow cavalry cords. At that time there weas
no specified cord for machine gunners and we had therefore been wearing the ones
we had used as mounted troops.

A story = unverified, but amusing =~ is told of the reason this order come
through so suddenly and unexpectodly. "Rumor hasth it" that the Cammander of the
Division =~ Major General 0'Ryan - wa;\ﬁitering the Hotel Cleveland in Spartanburg
one evening and that a young private standing nearby looked at the Generél
flonchalantly and failed to salutes Upon being questioned about such behavier,
this young soldier informed the General that he had mistalen hin with his golden

hat cord for "one of the gentlemen fron the cavalry". With blue hat wcords,
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w6 could‘not be mistaken for Generals, nor Generals for us.

During the fall and winter we studied the Benet-Mercier gun, the Lewis
futomatic Rifle and the Colt Machine Gun. By spring, due to Captein Putnem’s
tireless and efficient teaching, the men had become quite thoroughly acquainted
with the Colt gun and the company, together with every other machine gun unit in
the division, spent much time firing on the thousand inch range located in the
nertheast corner of the camp.

The 105th Machine Gun Battalion was placed in the 53rd Infantry Brigade.
This brigade, under the command of Brigadier General Robert E, L., Michie, was made
up of our batialion and two regiments of infantry, the 105th and 106th, The
-General and his staff reviewed the brigade nearly every Saturday after inspection,
except when there was a divisional review, Several British and French officers
and non-commissioned officers, were assigned to the aivision during our training
at Spartanburg. These men conducted bayonet schools, gas-mask instruction and
cther classes for the men of the division. Perhaps the most interesting foreign
officer was Colonel Applin of the Machine Gun Corps, British Army, who made a short
visit to.Camp Wadsworth. Colonel Applin impressed most forcibly upon the machine
gun cutfits of our division the importance of this branch of the service and told
us many stories aﬁd incidents of the work of the machine gunners of the British
Army, particularly the pert played by them at Vimy Ridge.

The monotony of camp life was broken by improvised snow ball fights on our
daily hikes, special details for oﬁ\ijning an extra supply of wood, inter-company
football games and visits to the town\of Spartanburg. Spartanburg was reached
by jitney, there being no railroad or car lines at a convenient distance from
camp y The Cleveland Hotel there was a favorite haunt and after it in populerity

came the Finch and ths Gresham. The enlisted men's club at Rock Cliff served to

bring together the fair sex end the soldiers, The generous-hearted townspeople
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were most kind to our-men, entertaining them in every way and opening their homes
with true southern hospitality. Near Division Headquarters was established a
"Hostess House", where the men foregathered, dined and could spend a sociable
egvening, For this kindness the division was indebted to the Y, W. Ce A
Wearly every company in the division had & canteen which sold everything that a
scldier wanted but hard liquor.

For literary diversion, the men could read the "Gas Attack", a monthly
publication edited by members of the division. Another excellent outfit which
was formed by General O'Ryan, rather than by the tables of organization of the
Army, was the contingent of men known as the "Divisional Show", This unit was
made up of men with histrionic talent from many organizations in the division.
Their first venture - "You Enow Me, Al", was most entertaining and was taken to
New York for a run,

All of our training, the exposure to a hard winter, the daily drills,
hikes and schools, the weekly tour of guard and the many other unaccustomed
duties, gradually fitted our phyéiques.and our morale for the more important work
that was to coms. We became able to arise at a moment's notice in the night,
to face rain or cold, to go without food and gleep, if necessary, and yet not find
our heaith or effectiveness impaired, There were some who, through illness and
Physical necessity, were required to return to civilian 1ifé or to remein in the
hospital after we had gone from this country, but the majority were strengthened
by this training which gave us physical endurance unthought of & few months béfore.

In January we lost a number of men through transfer to other branches. A
few went to train for commissions, and others left to Jjoin Firét Army Headquarters
s -interpreters or to become members of the Motor Mechanics Regiment, Other
Changes took place also; Lieutenant Smidt was transferred to the cavalry during

Jthe winter and our original first sergeant, Harold L, Dowﬂey, was commissioned =

*8cond lieutenant, = In the spring we lost Captain Putnam, through promotion and
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a transfer. He was succeeded in command of the company by Lieuienént Biglow,
who was shortly efterward promoted to a captainey. Another chenge which affect-
ed us was the transfer of Major William R. Wright, the commander of the battalion
and formerly commanding officer of Squadron A. He was succeeded by Captain
(efterward Major) Kenneth Gardner, who came to us from the Machine Gun Company of
the 107th Infantry by way of the 106th Machine Gun Battalion.

On April 9, 1918, our entire battalion temporarily left Camp Wadsworth
for the Glassy Rock Range, thirty-three miles distant,. This march was covered
during three days. The company camped in shelter tents both on the march and
at Glassy Rock. The entire division was assembled in the large tract, many
miles square, given over to range work.. The twelve days spent there were taken
up by maneuvers and tactical range finding. The men fired the Colt gun at all
manner of targets and at widely different distances, both direct and indirect |
fire., There was also some valuable experisnce gained in rifle firing and in
shooting the Colt Automatic pistol, with which every machine gunner is armed.

The divisional maneuvers in which the infantry, machiﬂe gunners and artillery took
part gave the men their first appreciation of the methods of moving large bodies
of itroops and of the barrage system &i attack.

While at tﬁe range, orders were' received requiring officers and non-
commissioned officers to be designated from each company to act as an advance
party and to sail for Europe at once. These men, comprising Lieutenant Downey
and Bergeants E. H, Watermen, John Halpin and Donald Mackiniéy left us at the
range,

On April 23rd we broke camp at Glassy Rock and marched twénty-five miles
to Cunninghem, 3.C,, where we stayed overnight. This was a march none of us will
forget. = It was longer than any we had ever underteken or were ever to undertake

8gain in one day during our careers as members of the 105th M, G. Battalion. The

next morning we concluded the.remainder of the hike, an eight mile march to Camp




Wadsworth,

During the ten days following, all superfluous clothing and equipment wers
turned in and the men were issued only what Army Headquarters thought necessary to
e soldier in the field, Little did ﬁe realize at this time how generous they
Were. The Colt guns were taken away and personal.belongings were cut down so that
each man's entire possessions could be placed in his pack and in a small blue *
denim bag.,

Replacement troops were sent to the division at this time to £ill the gaps
caused by transfers and illness, Some of these new men had been specially re~
cruited throughout New York State for our division, while others came from Camp
Upton from drafted units and were also New York men, Thus our division retained
its purely New York character. The new men were fine types of soldiers and soon
moulded themselves into the very heart of our company.

We entrained at Fair Fdrest, S. C., the camp railway siding on Saturday,
May 4, 1918, The route seeme:\¢o take us in a southeasterly direction and thore

was much speculation as to our port of embarkation. Sunday morning, however,

found us in Richmond and we turned out of our trein at Camp Stuart, Newport News,

Va, sarly that afternoon,




Chapter 3.
o ) o
OUR TRIP TO FRANCE
At Cemp Stuart, our men were first introduced to army barracks. Cur

official abodes thus far in our careers as soldiers had been tents and even though
the weather was now warm, we were pleaséd to be housed under roofs and to be able
to use the well-fitted wa;hvrooms and shower baths of which the camp boasted.

We discovered soon after we had become settled in the new camp that no
passes to town were to be had and that we could nct venture beyond our owvn battal-
ion section without permission., Through the efforts of the Battalion Chaplain,
Lieutenant John Ward, one barracl\@uilding was obtained for recreation purposes and
was converted into a reception place for us to welcome our relatives and friends.
Despite the stringent censorship, the families of the men soon discovered that our
outfit was stationed at Newport News and visitors soon began to arrive from New
York. Tﬁe chaplain's improvised "Hostess House" was a great boon for everyone
and was filled to capacity at all times.

New clothing.was issued to us at Camp Stuart end final preparations were
made for our journey across the Atlantic. Inspections of equipment and medical
examinations were held nearly every day during our stay.

Finally, on May 17th, the éntire battalion loaded with all of their over-
seas equipment marched from Camp Stuart, through the City of Newport News to the
ship, Our transport proved to be the 5.5, Calamares which had been one of the

United Fruit Company's liners before being pressed into the service as a troop-

carrier, Company A found its quarters three decks down and below the forward
well-deck, The men slept in pairs on canvasses stretched from metal crosc-
bars and arranged in tiers either three or four high. Just after coming aboard

Ve had issued to us posteards, on which we were allowed to say that we had landed

safely in Europe. These were to be held in Newport News until cabled word of

PUr arrival had been received by army authorities and were then to be mailed to
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our respcctive parents,

At nine é'clock the next morning, lay 18, the ship left the harbor and by
early afternoon we were no longer in sight of land., We found ourselves in a
convoy with about ten other transpbrts, having the U, S. Cruiser Huntington as our
proteétor. The weather was splendid throughout the voyage and there were only
two or three occesions when "mal de mer" put any of the men on the sick-list.
There was & canteen aboard ship, where all kinds of foodstuffs could be purchased
and the line of men waiting to be served was always a long one. The mess-room
was below the rear well-deck, ate standing and at times it was almost im-
possible to avoid jabbing one's neighbor with a knife or fork on account of the
rolling of the ship. The divisional headquarters detachments and the 104th M. G.
Battalion wers also aboard besides Fifty-third Brigede Headquarters and the
Brigade Commander, Genersl Michise.

The trip was uneventful and the voyage pleasant until Sunday, May 26th, at
four in the afternoon, when the so-called "War Zone" was reached. Two torpedo-
boat destroyers then met us and the Huntington steamed back to fmerica, leaving
the convey in their care. Prior to this time the actual duties had been few.
Most of the men had sunned themselves on deck, played cards and read any book that
could be found., One of the hardships of the voyage was the lookout's cry
"the smoking-lamp is out". When this was heard all the men kmew that darkness
‘had come and that even the light of a cigarette might endanger the transport,
Another precaution that was necessary and that caused great inwonvenience was
the rule forbidding the throwing of enything overboard, lest an enemy submarine
should thus pick up our trail, Church services were held on both Suhdays by
Chaplain Kelley of the 104th Machine Gun Battalion. When we came into the
technical war area, the really irkscme part of the trip began for it was then that

the ceremony of “"abandon ship drill" was started. At that time, also, life

Preservers were issued and each man was required to wear one at all times day and
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night, asleep or aweke until the ship reached a Europesn port, No longer could
we undress at night and enjoy the luxury of a sleep in pajamas, for we had to be
ready for any contingency. Even shoes could not be removed. Submarines were
xnovm to accomplish their deadly work more efficiently during ﬁhe hours of twilight
for it was then that they could float on the surface of the waves ond observe a
ship silhouetted against the sky, while they themsclves remained almost invisible
in their own background of cry water. Therefore, we soldiers were introduced to
the periods of alertness known as "stand~to" and "stand-down" during which each man
stood under the suspended raft alloted to him, in case of our being required to
gbandon ship. "Stand-to" began over an hour before daylight and lasted until the
sun was well up over the horizon, while "stand-dowm" was the reverse period and
came before and after darkness in the evening.

We had been officially in the war zone but a few moments that Sunday after-
noon, and were standing at "abandon ship", when the submarine alarm was given.
Shortly afterward one of the forward guns of our ship fired several rounds into the
water at what was thought to be a U-beoat, The following Tuesday, we agein had e
sub scare snd there was much éuppreSsed excitemant, everybody seeming to enjoy the
thrills of the proceeding. The ships in the convoy maneuvered about and fired a
few shots and the destroyers dropped depth-bombs, the vibration of which shook most
of our eouipment from the walls of our compariments, A third submarine signal
was sounded on ithe afternoon of Thursday, May 30th, about four o'clock; and.agaiﬂ
it was rumored that submarines were being sunk, although the men who had actually

_8ean a periscope on any of these occasions were few. It was not long after the
noise of the depth-bombs had ceased in our last "sub baitle" that land began to
show up faintly in front of us. - We were soon well Within sight of it and then
dirplanes and dirigibles came out to greet us. We were approaching St. Nazaire,
& ssacoast towm of France, with a ponulation of thirty thousand. The city is

located at the mouth of the Loire River and is the seaport for historic Nantes,
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A rather wide estuary leadé the way to the quays, and as we approached its
mouth we passed by Belle Isle, which lay out on our right, It was long after nine
as we crept slowly up to where we were to moor, but the sun had not gone dowm and
as we steamed quietly by, close to the northefn benk, the pink light of the evening
poured over the fields and hills and turned thc landscape into an emerald carpet.
We could see the French] people coming out of their houses to wave a welcome to us.
Not & man aboard our ship made a sound. An order had been given that no cheering
was to be indulged in, but it seemed as we approached this land new to so many of
us that such an order was unnecessary. Everyone seemed spellbound by this first
glimpse of France. Some priests came out of a monastery on the shore and we
could hear their voices as they groeted us and rang their chapel bell in welcome,
Tiny craft kept plying about us. Many of them were those picturesque little
fishing smacks with their multi-colored sails, - how fantastic they seemed and how
different from the accustomed white ones that we always had seen in Amorica,

It was dark when we docked and orders were issued for us to remain aboard
until morning. Some men were sent ashore on unloading work and all night long

-stores were taken from the ship to the pier along which we lay., The rest of the
men were told "all troops below decks'"., Very few of us slept that first night
with the noise of unloading and the general excitement of having at last completed
our voyage. Farly in the morning we ﬁere formed up and marched off the ship.
We did not have to reach the line to see our first German prisoners, for here in
this small seaport town, miles from the front, we found them, and found them at
workfﬁndef the guard of disabled French Poilus. Everyone of our men was inter-
ested in the French natives we met on our march through St, Nazeire to the camp

on the oﬁtskirts of the city. They had a sober and sad look as they returned

-Our glances, War did not appear to be the adventure to them that it was seeming

Yous, rapt as we were in the interest of new places and new people.

R T
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At the camp-we were pleced in French wooden barracks and forbidden to
leave the grounds except in férmation. We were to be there only over the week-
end until trains were ready to take us inland, | On both Saturday and Sunday the
pbattelion was marched|dovn to the wa£er wherE'wé enjoyed a sea bath, We were
quite delighted to mept some young French boys, who carried us wine from é tavern
on the high cliff near the beach. Indulgence in this refreshment had not yet
been officially sanctioned in our outfit and so we enjoyed the prank to the utmost.

Aboard ship, the war news had been so suppressed that we heard practically
nothing, but at St. Nazaire we learned what a plight the French nation was actual-
ly in. The Germans were again fighting their way over the ground they had taken
in 1914 and were gradually approaching Paris. New gains were being‘mude every
day by the enemy and every morning we learned of still more towns which he had
Won. The situation improved later and the onrush of Huns was stopped, but at this
particular time the news was most gloomy and defeat seemed quite possible,

The Battalion Commender, liajor Gardner, spoke before the assembled
battalion at Saturday inspection and advised us of our imminent departure from
the port. He also informed us that we had beon assigned to the British front
and that we were to bé brigaded with the soldiers of the Empire. On the Monday
following our landing we left camp and marched to the St. Nazaire station where
we were introduced to French box cars. These were labelled with the now‘famous
words "40 Hommes, 8 Chevaux" meaning of course that the car so marked could carry
éither eight horses or forty men. ¥We were accordingly alleted space, forty of
us to a car. We soon made the acquaintance of another A, E. F, commodity, when
We reccived rations of food for the trip and met the Army camned corned-beef or
"bully beef" as we soon called it. This "entree" seemed to form a large
Part.of the'ﬁilitary menu as it constituted most of the allotment of rations that

W& were given for our journey. We travelled all day up the Loire Valley, through
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yentes, Angers and Le llans., Ve could see many beautiful chateaux as we passed
glowly through this country. Tie stopped here and there and were able to aug-

ment our food supply by private purchases in the different stations along our

\_'Oute .

Our first night in box cars was a difficult one for us. We had thought

that our tents at Cemp Wedsworth were crowded with nine men, but here we were

" forty in a space not much more than twice as large. Ve literally draped our-

selves on the floor and were so tightly wedged betireen one another that restless=-
ness was impossible. The next morning our train stopped at Darnetal, a suburb
o2 the famous city of Rouen, where Jeanne d'Arc was burned, There we learned
with deep sorrow that General Michie had succumbed to a heart attack aboard the
train. The remains were carried out of the car and a short funeral service was
held on the platfdnn of the Darnetal station. TWe then proceeded on our journeye.

Qur second night aboard the train seemed better. Te were boecoming ac-
customed to the close quarters. Early on Wednesday we detrained at lioyelles-sur-
Mer, a towﬁ near the mouth of the Sommec River. We passed through the village
to a camp where we were given & hot Sreakfast, and became acquainted with British
tea and marmelade., The Englishmen there told us that German planes had borrbed
the place the night before and so we were intenscly intercsted in the bomb-proof
éhelters end in everything else we saw. There were meny red¢ circular tente
ebout, some camouflaged against enemy air observation by grotesque color combina-
tions, Chinese coolies kept roeming about the cemp and they amused us highly
by their queer noises and funny antics.

We were hurried off as soon as breskfast was over and returned to the rail-
road, IThere our blue denim barrack-bags were parcelled out to us and orders
Were given to place all surplus equipment in them and deposit them at a statign
Which had been esteblished for that purpose near-by. Only essential clothing

&nd other belongings that could actually be carried in the pack were to be taken

5,
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with us. This ceremonious leave-taking of many of the comfortable things we had
brought to Europe took all morning and in the afternoon we set off on our first
march, with everything we oﬁned on our backs, It was a hard hike because we were
unaccustomed to quite so much to carry and the distance covered was between seven

and eight miles, ate in the afternoon we reached St, Firmin the town alloted

to us for quarters,
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ghapter IV.

TRAINING PERIOD IN EUROPE

Ste Firmin, thd small fillage in France, where we first lived in billets,
was neamed after that French mertyr, Firmin, who was the first bishop of Amiens,
The village is situated in the department of Pas de Calais, about ten kilometers
north of the Baie de Somﬁe and inland some five kilometers from the sea,- The place
itself is very small and consists of a church, three or four shops, a few estaminets
and probably thirty houses on either side of one main strest. There weres several
farms on the outskirts and when the 105th li, G. Battalion settled there, a farm
house Just north of the towm was assigned to Company A.  The main building was
& hundred yards in from the road and in order to reach it one had to pass over a
short roadway arched by some very old and besutiful trees.

The house itself and the barn were at right angles. These buildings to-
gether with two walls formed a quadrangular courtyerd where all of the farm wagons
end implements were kept, TWe afterward noted that these quadrangles were very
prevalent throughout France, not only being used on farms, but also in front of
many city dwellings.

Quarters for the enlisted men were proviéed in the barn where there was a
plentiful supply of straw., lany of the men preferred the sort of campus on either
side of the roadway in front of the buildings and a large number of shelter tents
ﬁere pitched under the trees there. A day or so after we reached St. Firmiﬁ we
received twelve Vickers machine guns and horse limbers to carry these guns and
other supﬁlies, the usual British machine gun ecquipment. The majority of non-
Comaissioned officers left the company temporarily to go to a British machine gun
tchocl, located at Champneuf Farm, a mile or twe distant. Cur officers were re-
aforced by the coming of Second Lieuﬁenant Harry He Powers who was lemporarily

“891gned to us from the corps of instructors of the A, E, F. The company met each

MoynTnms. < 3 v . - o
*ing-in the courtyard of the farm and under the guidance of Lieutenant Powers,

e— |
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each squad studied the mechanism of our new guns.

While at St. Firmin, many of the men visited the neighboring city of Rue,
and also Le Crotoy, & charming seaside resort situated at the point where tha
gomme River widens nto the Baie de Somme and empties into the English Charnsl.

The fortnicht spent in this clean little town of St, Firmin must be
remeﬁbered by everyoné most pleasaatly. It was here we first made the acquaint-
ance of French people at home and adjusted ourselves to life in a strange country.
Occasionelly, we could hear the faint rumbling of guns and at night the "Jerry"
planes bombing Abbeville, but the atmosphere was for the most pert very péaceful.
The days were long and the nights short. Tt was not dark until after ten and
light came very early - about three. At St. Firmin we first saw poppies growing
in fields, and what a gorgeous sight they were mingled with that-very beautiful
shade of cloyer that abounds in that section, the colors of both accentuated in
the June evenings by the long pink twilight.

One afternoon during our stay we marched to Champneuf Ferm, met our
officers and N.C.O's, and took pert in a divisional review by Field Marshal Sir
Douglas Haig, Commander-in-Chief of the British Armies, assisted by his staff and
by General O'Ryan. We were afterward lold thet Sir Douglas had expressed great
pleasure at our turnout and much confidence in our ability to prove effective
soldiers under his commend.

On Tuesday, June 18th, the battalion left St. Firmin, marched through
Noyelles, where we had detrained, and crossed the bridge cver the Somme to St.
Valery, We proceeded to a point about four miles south of that place to

Salonelle, & small village, but somewhat larger than St., Firmin. The battalion

was billeted in houses and barns throughout the town. It was while here that we
received our first pay as members of the A. E. F.

The W.C.0. detachment frcm our company, having finished their work at

Cham - . : . ’ Y-
Champneuf Farm, rather than hike several miles, chose to weit until low tide in
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order to ford the Somme. With their return we were again up to the prescribed
strengthes At this time a few British officers and sergeants came to us and gave
us further machine fun instruction and taught us egain the use of the gas-mask
and how to wear the steel helmets, both of which had been issued at St. Fimmin.
About a mile or so north of the town, close to the shore a British rest
cemp Was located, Troops came there to.enjoy a short holiday and to clean up for
Purther work in the line. In the various estaminets and restaurants in the
vicinity we beceme further acquainted with the British Tommy, whom we had first
seen when we got off the troop train at Noyelles-sur-ler, All of our men were
very interested in the tales the English and colonial troops had to tell of their
experiences "up the line", Meny toasts were drunk to the Tommys and to the
Yanks by their respective brothers in arms those days.
During the stay at Salonelle, which lasted two weeks, the battalion

nad seversl opportunities of firing the Vickers guns on an improvised range which
was constructed in the fields near the shore beside the British camp. Many of the
men visited St. Valery-sur-Somme, & picturesquec town on the south side of the
mouth of the river and directly acrcss from LeCrotey. It was from St. Valery
that William thc Conqueror sot sail for England in 1066, Another enjoyable place
within a few miles was a rosort called Caysau-sur-Mer. This seaside town was
crowmded on Sundays with both English and American soldiers seeking a few hours
recreation and a change of food. Here were many atiractive villas aloﬁg the
shore, closed no doubt on account of the var.

| On the morning of July 3rd, we again rolled our packs and marched back to
NOY@lles,_Where we entrained in French box cars. The trains ran slowly up the

coast passing through Boulogne, and then Calais., From Calais we could lock across

he channel and see the chalk cliffs of Dover. Cur route then took us inland
ard aboyt dusk we passed the famous Flemish city of St., Omer, We detrained
af

<
~ver dark at the small village of Wizernes and found that our entire division
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was passing through thig point.

‘ Our battalion wus given the detail of unloading the divisional trains
as they ceme ;nto the station. We therefore set up our pup tents in a field
nearby and unloaded the trains in reliefs all night, teking a few winks of sleep
in our tents between shifts, We were now within a féw miles of the front and
all through the night we could hear guns bellowing and see their flashss,.

The neﬁt morning, Independence Day, our unloading task having been com-
pleted, we marched ten kilometers through Argues, a city more or less deserted on
account of air raids, to the Foret (lamarais. Here we set up our shelter tents
and heard for the first time the scream of an enemy shell.

After a night of rest we arose ito a full dey's program of drill which
was executed with guns over the rough ground in the forest. At six o'clock in
the evening orders came for us tc prepare for a march and we wore on the road
shortly after. The field-kitchen cooked us a mesl and we had supper by the
roadside during a rest period.

Tt seemed that we would march all night for we took the regular ten
minute rest every hour only to be formed up in column of squads again and marched
off, About midnight, however, we turnesd iate a fairly large cow pasiure and were
told to pitch pup tents for the night. 1t was too dark to align the tents as
was our custom, so we quick’y made up fours, set up double shelter tents in any
clear spot we could find and went off to sleep quite tired after the vagaries of
the preceding forty-eight hours.

We were off again at ten in the morning and marched all day, arriving

‘An the evening at the village of Quelmes, which was more remote from the front

“han Clamarais Forost. - We had taren & rather semi-circular route in our two deys

2rch to remch Quelmes. This we learnsd was part of the hilking maneuvers in
3 v L o

Waich the whole division wos then engageda Just bafcre coming into Quelass we

et by Lieutenant Downey and the three sergeants from the company who had
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preceded us from the States as part of the divisional advance party, These men

‘had been taking a machine gun course at the American Expeditionary Force Second

Corps School at Chatillon-sur-Seine.

We found our billets in Quslmes not nearly so clean as the ones we had
occupied in St. Fimmin and in Salonelle, The majority of the men therefore lived
iﬁ their pup tents behind the farm building assigned to us. OQur short stay at
Quelmes was to give us more target practice and the entire week was devoted to
daily visits to a range outside of Lumbres, a nearby town, Our work at this range
was much less monotonoﬁs than usual for we were given an unlimited supply of ammu-
nition and told to cgmpletely familiarize ourselves with the Vickers gun. At this
time certain transfers were made within the battalion and six men from Compeny D
were sent to us.

Our next move seemed sudden to us, Bastille Day, July 1l4th, fell on
Sundey and the men had looked forward to a rather pleasant day celebrating their
holiday by eating and drinking with the French. We were notified shortly after
reveille that morning that we were to march at nine and so we did amid the waving
of hendkerchiefs and other affectionate demonstrations on the part of the natives.

We harched 'till late afterncon and spent the night near the village of
Buysscheure. At five the next morning the entire battalion was on the road again.
The rain of the night before had stopped and the day became quite warm. In the °
late forenoon the highwey we were on led us to the foot of a high hill and we
could see the road stretching over its top. It was a long pull and it beﬁame
Necessary to give us an extra rest period half way up. The town at the top was
Cassel, It was a small place perched on the summit with views of all sides for
neny miles.  General Sir Herbert Plumer, the commander of the British Second Field
Amy, had his headquerters in the Chatesu of Cassel.

The towm ﬁéd & normal appcarance except of course that the market place

“d stroets were filled with groups of British soldiers. With this exception
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there was no evident mark of war - none of the smashed things one would expect to

see so near the front. We passed through the town and descended another slope

of the hill directly opposite to the one we had ascended, While passing through
cessel some of our officers received orders to inspect some British emplacements
et the front. They left us and set out by motor, Tra&elling about seven kilos
along a fairly straight road the company ceame to Steenvoorde, & Flemish place,
with a Flemish name, the last town in France on the Cassel-Ypres road.

Steenvoorde was like a dead city. There seemed scarcely a house which
had not been touched by gun-fire. Occasionally one observed a dwelling quite
ruined but on the whole the place seemed almost normal until one drew close to
each building and could see the hand of the enemy on every wall, as if widely
scattered hits rather than concentrated fife had been sought by the German
gunners. The village was there with its houses standing, but it was completely
empty. Not a window had glass in it, although the lace of curtains fluttered
back and forth in the breeze disclosing fully furnished, but deserted rooms with-
in. No one was sbout and the only sound we heard was the echo of our footsteps
marching on the narrow stone road,

For two miles more we marched inteo the country again with only now and

~ then a native in sight. We orossed & narrow geuge railway and soon turned left
from the main road, The sign at this corner read, "Frontier Belge,, 2 kilo-

metres", A couple of hundred yards further on we halted and fell out and set

up' our camp in a large grovs, which we found was called Beauvoorde Wood.
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Chapter V : =23~

FIRST LINE WORK IN BELGIUM

East Poperinghe Dickebusch

Beauvoorde Wood was destined to become the rear headquarters of the
105th M, G. Battélion during its ;inesWork in Belgium. The entire battalion
arrived there this warm Monday afternoon and sach company had its own part c¢f the
woods where no enemy airmen could see our shelter tents, There to Eathe after
our long hike seemed to be the concern of nearly every man. The story is told of
two who walked for miles in search of a brook or a pool in which to cleean up.
Tater seemed very scarce and this pair were even refused admittance to a British
bath, that was set up on a roadside,not far from our camp. In their persistent
desire to be clean, they.hit upon the idea of undréssing across the road and
again seeking entrance "au natural". . This method proved to be perfect, for the
"Tommy" at the gate evidently thinking they were his own men, admitted them at
orce.

We found that our division was brigaded with the British and that we
were all now a part of General Plumer's Second Army, At the time of our arrival
bghind'the front in Flanders, the line was stationary and had been so since the
end- of April, when the German attack on this front had been brought to 2 stand-
still, .

After the enemy's attempt, in the offensive beginning on Harch 21, to

??%Ch Amiens and cut apart the British lines on the Somme, a great attack was

: ﬁéunched in Flanders early in April. The enemy expected this operation to find

th?'B?itish troops depleted and thinned from the fighting southward and so German
héé@quafters was confident that within a few days a break-through would be accom-
??%Shed.énd the channel ports teken. This attack was arrested by the British
#ﬁ;?ééﬁch but no£ uritil the enemy had taken many of the hills which form the

Y ari e oy
‘ffdePS-r1dges and which had besen won the autumn before fron the Germans.  The
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allied forces fell so far back that they barely held.Ypres in a salient surrcunded
by the énemy and the ridges and hills he had taken.

The Intelligence Section had discovered that preparations for a further
attack on this northern part of the British front were in progress and so six
American divisiéns were sent there to train with the English troops. Two of
these, the Twanty-seventh and Thirtieth Divisions, of the Second American Corps,.
had been retained to actually go into the line on the Flanders battlefield.

As we lay in Beauvoorde, we could hear shells pass over us father
quietly and in a moment the noise that told us that Steenvoorde had been hit or
perhaps some spot near the narrow' gauge railroad. Here, and as we found later,
everywhere in or near the line the noisc of shelliné was ever present. It rose
and fell but never ceased. The evening of our arrival everyone seemed to be on
g tour of inspection, Ve were very closc to some of the British observation
belloons and crowds of Americans watched the men descend to the ground when dusk
made observing impossible, Some men were on the lookout for other units of the
division where friends were located and others were hunting and finding places in
which to have a few glasses of wine before going "up the line" tomorrow or the
next day. It seemed that with darkneéss the artillery became more active. Ve
5¢uld-sometimes hear the whistle of a shell but none landed near Beauvoorde and
the dirty shade of yellow from the gun flashes geve sort of a sickening look to
the horizon and the noise from there made our ovm wood seem peaceful.

Our first line work was in thec reserve system of the front about Ypres
and Hont Kemmsl., Kemmel was the best observation point the enemy had near
fpres..  The hill fairly looked up and down the entire area, and even in this

%EgeTVe position known as the East Poperinghe line we could see Kemmel staring

9V8T et us,

Our company advanced to "East Pop", as it was affectionately called, one
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- platoon at a time. On Wednesdey, July 17th, the first platoon left Beauvoorde

Wood, on Thursday the second and on Friday the third. This ceremonious manner of
going "up the line" was afterward dispensed with. At this period we were
actually still training and these precautions, while perhaps over-careful, had
their purpose in teaching the men proper care. Bach platoon left Beauvoorde in
the afternoon, took the main road east and crossed the Belgian border at Abeele.
As we hiked along this road we found ourselves concealed by huge stretches of
cemouflege, which had been erected on the enemy side of the highway. Hung in
such & way that we could march unseen behind it, it seemed like an elongated back-
drope. We rested behind the slope of the ridge at East Poperinghe until dark and
then took our places on the hill itself,

We had passed a large number of British heavies on either side éf the
mein road and now our positions seemed to be just in front of the artillery, TWe
did not take over positions from any other unit but were ordersd to build emplace-
ments in suitable spots within a given area near Condiment (ross-roads. The
ettempted break through in Flanders was soon expected and our part, if necessary,
was to cover the allied infantry in case of a withdrawal.

In both Hindenbufg's and Ludendorf's books mention is made of the
contemplated drive in this section. According to these German authorities the

plans were only abandoned when Prince Rupprecht's armies, cémposed of twenty-seven

.diVisions, beceme depleted through the transfer of units south to combat Foch's

CQUH#er-offensive on the liarne.

Our orders were that all digging and constructing of positions was to

b?@one at night, and so we set to work shortly after arriving and dug emplace-

?f_nén?S”for the guns, Being unaccustomed to placing & gun for actual use againsi

; M1en?m?, we naturally discovered all the wrong places and wrong methods of select-

Several British inspecting officers made suggestions during our

Y
3%

“éy with the result that we were constantly changing positions and incidentally




learning to dig.

Our first night at "East Pop" was very diverting and quite different
from any we had yet spent. It took us some little time to distinguish between
our oﬁn shells going east and the enemy's coming west, but before morning we were
wishing God-speed to every one we could hear on its way toward Germany. Thers
was a fair amount of artillefy fire on both sides, but on the whole "ours" seemed
to outnumber "theirs", at least in Company A's vicinity, A few times during our
stay they shelled our positions rather severely but we suffered no casualties in
the company, and the bombardments would end as suddenly as they had begun. There
seemed to be a great deal of aerial activity and it was here that we first learned
to distinguish the intermittent sound of the German planes from the steady hum
mede by our own air engines,

Most of the work on gun positions was done at night and during the day
our men slept and rested without much disturﬁance. The shelling was confined
for the most part to the hours of darlness, although an cccasional avalanche would
surprise us during the day. A week at East Poperinghe accustomed us to shell-

Pire and the other inconveniences of line work. The section we were in was one

which had been continually straffed by German artillery and the ridge where we

were located was a very desolate stretch of ground, At night we could look
tovard the front and see Verey lights and other signals for miles both to the
right and to the left. Some evenings e had a real exhibition of fireworks

it seemed, the lights were so many and so frequent. In the daytime we could

~ look'west and see a wide shallow valley, grecn with trees stretching up to a high

hill & couple of miles to our reear. This height was Mont dos Cats and on its
top We_could see the famous Trappist monastcry which wo heard had been spared
dﬁr"uctlon by shell-fire because early in the war, the Xaiser's cousin, Prince

Mas.
Hax
3 Of Hesse, had died of wounds there, a prisoner of war, and been buried under

he
ilrectlon of the prior, who alone knew his grave. As we looked from Mont
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des Cats back toward the front we could see Hont Noir, lMont Rouge and then llont

Kemmel, This area seemed a succession of hills and ridgss,

As soon as night fell, horse and motor transport were allowed to advance
closer to the front and the traffic on the main roads near our guns was very heavy
and noisy. lMotor lorries driven, of course, without lights would rumble up the
roads bringing ammunition for the guns and food for the troops. The British were
retioned only day by day and in all the years of war boasted that they had never
once failed to feed their men. All supplies and reliefs were sent up under cover
of darkness and the main road was filled to congestion, The cleverness and speed
diéplayed by the drivers in the dark was marvelous to us who were unaccustomed to
it,

When the dpportunity offered, many of our men would slip away for the

purpose of inspecting the ruins of West Outre. There they would find gruesome

sights left in the trail of war. The deserted houses and the cold hearths seemed
actually to smell of desolation. One afternoon during our tour we witnessed a
gruesome sight. A thunder-storm came up suddenly and the observers in the

Seusage balloons behind us were preparing to come down when a flash struck one
balloon and ignited it. The ocbupants of the basket were burned to a erisp before
they could descend,

Upon the return of the company to Beauvoorde Wood orders were issued

- Stnding the officers, non-commissionsd officers and certain privates up to the

“Aront with the British for a short period of observation. Accordingly, about sun-~

dom the evening after our return from East Poperinghe, the men chosen to g0 Trere

- 8ssembled at Battalion Headquarters and given a short talk by our major. A British

Cieg e
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then assumed charge of the party, gave us an additional few words about the

ere about to commence and then marched the contingent off, Ve wrent

d{)'l-'rn .
AR W 'tO N . . .
Lt - tne-narrow g2uge railway that ran between the Bois de Beauvoorde and
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gtcenvoorde and got aboard the miniature train that came up.

It was just beginning to grow darl when the train started, our ﬁen stand-
ing up in the open cars. The train went south for a short distance and then
curved gradually until we headed north. It was light enough as we passed the foot
of Mont des Cats to see that while the monastery was stiil standing, it was but a
mere shell. The enemy -artillery had, despite the story we heard, left tﬁe'place
o wreck more sad to behold than if it had 5een completely destroyed, because much
of the magnificence and beauty were still there, maimed and battered.

We then passed straight through Poperinghe and after that the darkness
became so complete that we could see very little. TWe at length detrained end
marched a short distance to some wrecked farm buildings. There we rested while
final disposition of our men was made by both the British and the American officers.
Then our entire contingent was teken off in smull groups to the several British gun
positions to which they were assigned.

As we went out to our places we passed rows and rows of trees completely
branchless, The constant shell fire that swept the Ypres salient for many

months, had scorched all vegetation except weeds and shrubbery that grew close to

the ground. We could soon hear the noise of machine guns, a sound we had former-
ly lmown only on the range. And es we went on we distinguished now and then the

enemy's bullets as they sang over our heads or landed in the grass near us, In

8 Shgrt time we were ushered into the dug-outs or pill-boxes .of the British gun
squad;J two or three of us being given to sach gun team.

The Sixth Machine Gun Battalion, B.E.Ff, with whem we were placed,vhad_
beﬂiin the line for some time holding nositions between the tovms of Dickebusch
and Lg Clyte, about three miles southwest of Ypres, We soon learned from our
“thsh friends that we were Juat at the foot of Mont Kemmel and a trifle north of

% ThlS meanf that all activity must be carried on at night as Kemmal was used
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f ;3 an observation point and from it the enemy could look down into the Ypres
i galient end see any movements that went on during the day. At the same time that
the men of the 105th-M. G Battalioﬁ were stationed with the Sixth British Battal-
ion, thé infentry of the Fifty-third Brigade were in the trenches in front of us
with the British infantry.

Thus our initial experience at front line work was as rleasant as such
an occupation can be, for the British Tommies seemed very interested in us and set
out immediétely to teach us all the little tricks of modern warfare, Ve learned

to enjoy the nightly rum issue and were taught how to heat our food and make coffee

by using the "Tommy-cookers". When these miniature heaters were exhausted our
English friends showed us how to improvise a cooking apparatus by burning wax in a
small piece of burlap., On our first night when the English officer poured out
one entire squad's allotment of rum into a cup, he politely offered it first to
the American guest, This soldier of our company, thinking it was merely his own
portion, drank to the last drop while the "Tommies" looked on in smazement,

The stationary position of one enemy facing the other without a change of

ground for some months naturally caused the practical destruction of every immov-

i" 8ble object on both sides of the line. ' There was scarcely a house standing and
the villége of Dickebusch itself was completely obliterated. The frequently
-ﬁ'remuwing rain and the peculiar condition of the soil kept the ground quite muddy

8% all times, The trenches in this part of the line were shallow because to

g deep here meant to strike water. This general muddy condition also made it

ff “@Osblble to have a complete trench running along our front and as a result there

i
fmw many g2ps in the line, some of them two or three hundred yards long. iachine

un '
a3“ DOSltlons Trere oft ven placed to control such gaps in case the enemy came over
ﬁ!f
oroe, Often positions were laid out behind the front infantry trenches

ard
i Iront of the support line. Each gun team had a strategic position end a
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field of fire that would be effective against the enemy should he come over sudéen—
1y. In addition nearly every gun fired harassing fire at night except those
placed in what were known as secret positions which were %o be revealed to the
enemy only when he attacked. This night firing was directed at cross-roads and
other points in the enemy's>territory and we were subject to the same activity on
his part.

Qur nightly trips from our several positions to the ration dump were made
interesting by our having to dodge enemy machine gun bullets, which swept the paths
and reked the duck-boards that were laid over the muddy routes. Occasionally -
too, we were required to run through an avalanche of whizz-bang shells but most of
the heavy artillery was as a rule directed more to our rear. We soon know the
meny roads well, although we could learn them only by night. "A" Track, Dicke-
busch Road, Hallebast Corner, Vierstraat Road and the many other placus became as
familiar to us as the location of different units had been at Camp Wadsworth.

Our men were changed sbout from one position to another and were thus given
a thorough schooling in how things were conducted by our allies, the British. We
fm@d the men in the English gun «quads wonderful companions. For the most part
Uwy:seemed to be men of extreme ages - that is, either mere boys or older men,
men with families whom one might not expect to find fighting. When they related
tOus.al'l that had gone before we realized how many troops of fighting age must
km”’?.been lost. These boys and these family men - some showed pictures of five

and six tots over in England ~ were chserfully tending guns in Dickebusch bocause

41 S
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: 98¢ of more suitable vears were one, Their guaint mode of expression, their
o ¥ E q P)
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OOy Manner of cursing, and above all, their cheery and philosophical outlook on

the e ' '
. Wole "bloody, blasted thing" did us good. Their modesty was quite remark-

.~i0-8nd one had literally to pump information frem a "Tommy" who wore a medal to

Ping ek
zd %4t how. he had won it. They were truly good sports, Their happy




"Cheerio" and their shrill challenge - "Who are you?" - as we passed on the

pafhs in the dark alwa&s made us enjoy our adventure a bit more. They taught
us to stop in our tracks when a flare went up and thus avoid being secn by an
enemy-machine gunner, They showed ué how to keep going in comparative safety
when the Dickebusch road or one of the paths was being shelled, cither by wait-
ing until the shells had traversed beyond us or by taking a rcute nearer the
enemy = for & gunner as a rule never depresscs his gun but usually increascs

his range. They kept us well informed as to light signals and it was but a
short time before we knew that Jerry's S, 0. S. was '"red over green over yellow",
end that ours was "red over red over red," Tie also soon learned the S$,0.8.
signals of the divisions on our flanks.

During the night, July 3l-August lsit, after a week in the Diclzebusch
sector we left the line, the men of our company meeting at Bethune Farm, the
place from which we had been dispersed the week previous, Cur officers march-
ed us to a British bath near Poperinghe for & cloanup and in the afternoon we
reached Beauvoorde and the remainder of our company who had not had the good
fortune to be with us.

The next day we again left Beauvoorde but this time for a quiet place.
”Wevmarched about ten kilometres to a farm near Oudezeele in France. It was a
.quiet, restful place end only a faint rumbling of guns could be heard. This
'}ilénce was most welcome after almost three weeks under constant fire.

Division Headguarters was located at Oudezeele and here we again
:7béihed and what was more enjoyable even than a bath, we saw the division show.
?hi§ time it was vaudeville, given in an improvised out-of-door theaireﬂ by the
'ﬂf%ﬁe troupe of soldier players that had been formed at Camp Wadsworth. Tre
I?erfbfmanoe was excellent and the actors merited the great applause the audience

£ave thom, Some of the "girls" of the show were most becomingly gowned and
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appropriately hatted with the army helmet trirmecd as if by some chic milliner
froﬁ the Rue de la Paix. Company A was especially happy to see our own
Stanley Vood agein. He gave a very fine pefformance in one of the single act
pleylets as an old cockney woman in her cups.

We diécovered that Oudezeele wes not far from Cassel and the Sunday
we were there found many soldiers in the latter fillage enjoying the cool
breezes on the hilltop and looking toward the smoke and flares from the battle-
fields which stretched out eastward and were plainly visible from the high town.
It seemed almost as if one were atténding some sort of a show and sitting in a
box, watching the guns ffom an irmune vantage point.

Wie all loved Cassel for its many restaurants and eating places and
for its shops where we could buy little extras such as chocolate, cigarette
holdérs or even "braces" with which to keep up the British breeches many of us

- had purchased from unscrupulous quartermaster sergeants in the English forces.
“We not only visited this quaint place from Cudezeelc but from Beauvoorde Wood
: dﬁfing our intermittent stays there, catching a "hitch" on British motor

§ i§fries that were transporting suppliss to the front or returning for another

. load. Ons of the "horrors of war" encountered in Cassel was the woman barber,

“.Thc tovm had soveral book stores, tiwo or threc canteens and a real pastry shop,

~and was considered by all American or British, a "bon" place,

Qur stay in Oudezeele was short - a week-end visit only -~ for we

ﬁaﬁrivedfon Friday and left suddenly on kionday. It was back to Beauvocorde

.his_ﬂime and that very night part of our company returned in the rain to the

Bast Poperinghe line., This second tour at "East Pop" was similar to our

ﬁir5t chept that the entire company did not go up at one time. The work there

728 done in shifts, some men staying at Beauvoorde end later changing places
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with those at East Poperinghe. During our trip to Diclkebusch other machine
gun units of the division had occupied our positions in the reserve line and.
with the aid of engineers had improved the positions and built several concrete
emplacements for the guns. These preparations again bore out the fact that a
German offensive was looked for in this sector and whatever doubts e had of
these rumors were now dispelled as we realized that such intricate precautions
would never be taken unless an attack were actually expected.

On August 2lst, after alternately resting in Beauvcorde and taking
‘care of the reserve positions, we again set out for the front line at Dicke-
busch. This time we ﬁere to go as a unit. We were to hold our positions
i malone and were to have our own guns. We restod one day at a British camp

ﬁ”Joutside of Poperinghe on the way and relieved the Sixth liachine Gun Battalion

‘ﬁ;aon the night of August 22nd, teking over the same positions in Dickebusch that

we had before occupied in compeny with them,
We took no train this time but marched out from the camp about sun-
‘dovm. We passed through Busseboom and Ouderdom and someone tried to compose

_&jgbng about these places. There was no need to go beyond the first line of

E_ditty. Everyone caught the humor - they were sad to look upon in their

: fo;ésque ruins, but funny to proncunce. After marching for some time o%er
Winaing, desolate roads, we finally reached Bethune Farm. These ruined
'bﬁiidings were to be our compeny headquarters during the coming front line work,
| Things were very much as they had been on our first trip, excep£
Eégﬁ:WB were on our otm and consequently felt more responsibility. It now
i$¢em§é to us that the expected German attack would probabiy be cancelled or at
§§§ﬁ postponed. We had been reading in the London Daily Mail for the past
fé% §eeks about the severe fighting southward and we watched with interest thes

é?i.place the Germen Crown Prince had got himself into between Soissons and
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Rheims. It was evident that the enemy had received a severe setback and it
seemed improbable that he would now begin an offensive in Flaaders, when he had
also just lost a battle on the Somme where the British Fourth Army had been
pushing him since early in the month.

As before, we kept to our dug-outs in the daytimoc and went out only

; at night to carry on harassing fire at targets selected from our meps, to carry

messages to headquarters, or to go for rations, On these trips if we strayed
from the paths, we would stumble across the dead bodies of many of the previous
defenders of Ypres, which had been brought to the surface by the constant bom-
bardment and the turning of the ground. OCur company transport made irips every
night from rear headquarters and left our supplies at our front hesdquarters or
at the second and third platoon ration dump, ths positions of thesc twoe

platoons being too far from Bethune Farm to meke feasible a nightly trip there

by our gunners. A small detail from each squad would assemble at the ration

dumps each night to bring supplies back to their positions and elso to send mail
K. away from the line. Our burlap ration bags which were talken to the line on
pack horses very often contained letters from home and nowspapérs which were
very welcome for it was impossible for us to sleep all of ths day and we had to
.keép under cover. Resding matter and letters to answer helped.to pass the
ﬁmnents for us as we lay in the dug-outs or pill boxes. Our officers had
'11ttle spare time in the line for the task of censoring our lerge correspendence
:feil to them,

Messages were for the most part carried by runners elthough the signal

“r

section of our company set up telephones in each platoon headquarters and lay

Kl R . . 1 y
e necessary wires to connsct them with Bethune Farm,

During our stay each gun in the company was visited nightly by

IR ATy s i

ax

[0

=

.Captain Biglow who started his tour at nightfall and was out until dewma
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i twelve guns were spread out over a considerable area and were located in odd
3 spots difficult of approach in the dark. & welcome visitor was ilajor liortimer

1

I

f D. Bryant, the commanding officer of the 106th 1I, G. Battalion, who was at that
: time'acting temporarily as divisional machine gun officer, llajor Bryant saw

% every gun in our company and greatly encouraged the men by his presence and in-

terest.

3 About ten days after our secﬁnd arrival in Dickebusch, we heard that
Kemmel had been evacuated by the enemy. So, instead of attacking in Flanders as
planned, Crovm Prince Rupprecht was required to shorten his line and to withdrew
from some of his vantege points. The enemy retreated under cover of a heavy
smoke screen and the infantry immediatoly followed up, supported by artillery
and machine guns. Company D of our battalion had been holding support posi-
tions., They now leap-frogged our company and followed the advancing infantry.
We remained in our positions, becoming the supporit guns, The ensuing action
lasted three days, the infantry meeting stubborn resistance, being not only held
up by machine gun and artillery fire, but by counter-attacks by infantry as well,
The infantry of our division reached the slope of Vierstraat Ridge.

The enemy began his withdrawal on August 3lst and we were relieved

.pnﬂthe morning of September 3rd by the Forty-first British lHachine Gun Battal-

.295. The three days intervening were very interesting. The intense sniping

ﬂwé{ch had been occurring just previous to the German withdrawal kept up even

vm5ré_boldly than before, the enemy having left behind meny riflemen who lay in

:' }%§y_gonvenient spot firing at our men. An enemy plane, camouflaged with allied
??éfkings, came over our positions firing bursts at us and into the trenches
i;ébéad of us, It was & novel sight to behold this part of the line in daytime
liiﬂéﬁ.ﬁhat this could be done with less danger., The church at Poperinghe seemed

« " Just behind us and now we had a good look at Dickebusch Lole. Te were sure

-ﬁﬁat our ration dump had posed for a Bairnsfather carteoon, At night, the
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lights were more numerous than ever and whenever one went up, someone would yell
"There's old man Kemmel trying to spot us."

lfeanwhile, we kept in readiness for an advance and several times tvhen:
we could hear more than ordinary rifle fire We got even our bombs ready for a
counter-attack, It was not necessary, however, for us to change our positions,
Our first casualties which were suffered at this time-were slight. Corporal
garrgher was wounded in the arm and although in greet pain wes abls to walk to
the dressing station, Sergeant Stark received a slight flesh wound in the arm
but was not reguired to leave the line, ‘Private Lehey was gassed and spent a
short time in the hospital,

We left our positions in broad daylight as the relieving battalioﬁ )
had been somewhat delayed and the prescribed nocturnal relief had to be.postponed
until morning. Each platoon was relieved separately and they marched to Abeele
end met in a wood nearby. Battalion Headquarters had been moved there from
Beauvoorde Wood,

Our night's rest was followed by a day of leisure and then we set

off again in the dark. This time it was away from the line for we could hear

the sound of guns growing fainter and fainter as we marched in the rain., At two
o!clock in the morning we entrained at Heidebeke after a march of five full

‘hours,

That evening we teached a town called Candas in France very close to

Doullens where Foch had assumed the supresme command the previous larch., After

in some musty wooden barracks in Candas we marched early. e vrent

& corner of Doullens and out‘the ilbert road, leaving it at Sarton and

oe

(e

hing the small village of Thievres in the afternoon. Thievres was t
hOmé-for over two weoks. While we were there we heard many rumors asbout

ves and where we were going. At this time divisional maneuvers tool place
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at Beauquesne, a towm in this area. A Company had the-longest.hika of any
company in the division in order to reach and return from the pluce of
maneuvers

Thievres was a restful little village where the men could get
plenty of eggs end other extra food. The place seemed to be out of the
enemy's range as we were never disturbed by guns and our'spare time was spent
in catching lorries to Doullens or in taking a walk to nearby Pas for dinner.
A range was set up at Famechon betiwreen Thievres and Pas and more machine gun
target practice was held., Everyone seemed to have a fine rest and the right
kind of recreation for another job. We wrerc delighted with the visit of
the division show, which cemc to us and injectod some strictly local jokes
into their vaudeville, It was voted & great evening - but it was over, of

course, before dark,
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THE HINDEWBURG LINE BATTLES

On londay, September 23rd, reveille was early, We had packed our belong-
ings the night before and Just lay in our billets.with overcoats thrown over us,
taking what sleep we could get, The battalion marched away from Thievres :
at two in the morning and-entrained at Authieule near Doullens af'ter a two hour
hike in a driving rain over roads often inches deep with the mud which we had
learned to know so well, At times it was so dark that contact between platoons
was possible only because of occasional flashes of lightning, = The men were
soon resting in the box cars, resuning the sleep that had been interrupted by
our midnight march to the train, Late in the morning the cars passed through
Amiens and proceeded eastward with the Somme River somewhat to ouf north, =~ We
crept up the Somme valléy the rest of the day, the train moving so slowly that
very often we could get out and run along with it without its getting away,

In the late aéternoon, we passed through the'ruined city of Peronne and
soon after, at about six o'clock, we reached our detraining point - Tincourt.
Ihére Wwe were hurried out of the trains and quickly marched away from the tracks
aﬁdiqut of the town, Tincourt was teeming with movenent, Troops seemed to be
é&&ﬁywhere, all moving with a sort of restless speed, Evidently we werse being
P?éceded.and followed at this point by many other bodies of men, for the roads
?hé&& of us were congested and the cars we detrained from were quickly run off
__fé{make room for nore,

&‘The battalion hiked for over five miles to Lieramont, an almosi com-
' pléte1y ruined place, Darkness overtook us on the road, and as we neared ocur
Jﬁééﬁinﬁfion, the distant noises of guns at the front were drowned out by the
:éégﬁaé of shelis falliﬁg Quite near us. Company A pitched.shelter-tents on
:ﬁﬁéihiéh side of a sunken road on the outskiris of the village, e slept well

3 de'é' b g .
S7SPlte the roar of the cannon Just a few niles off, The noise would soretimes
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EE reach the intensity of g barrage and again would die down to scarcely a sound,
On this front we entered the Somme battle and become part of the
great eastward movement that General Sir Henry Rawlinson's Fourth Army had begun
? in front of Amiens on the eighth of August. Word was passed along that our
. . division was to take pert in a major offensive, although at this time no defin-
ite orders were imparted te the men.

The day after our arrival the men spent in exploringz Lieramont., A
couple of British canteens were found in the ruins of some houses and every man
stocked up with what eatables were to be had, icross the road from our camp
of pup-tents we could see the village cemetery, The Germans had Jjust recently
been in this territory and had dug up many of the graves and opened the coffins,

They had also augmented the graveyard by burying some of their own dead in the

lot just beyond its wall, and as we Americans looked about we saw British burial
squads interring their killed close to the enemy 's improvised cemetery,

That evening the second platoon of our company was suddenly ordered
to Join Company D of our battalion for & stay in the reserve line. D Company
hed met with a large number of casualties in the battle of Vierstraat Ridge and
Fneeded temporary augmentation to bring it up to strength sufficient for line
;Worx. Companies B, C and D took over nmachine gun positions from the Austral-
-ians Jjust east of Ste. Emilie while A Company remained near Lieramont,

Nothing of great moment occurred during the three days that these

”9§§p%nies renained in the reserve positions, One evening an eneny plane
]droppcd & bomb perilously close to D Company Headquarters at Ste. Emilie Just
;88 det”118 of that company, and of our second platoon were in the act of unload-
”ﬂing'rationé from the lirmbers which had driven up from rear headquarters,. ot

-:0ne of our men was injured, but it was reported that the bomb had killed two

_A“Strallans 7ho were near the crosseroad,
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During this reserve "stunt" we witnessed the destruction of tro
British sausage-balloons by a single German eirman, The day was quite sunny
although there were many still clouds in the sky, The enemy aviator maneuver-
ed his plane behind some of the lowhanging clouds, suddenly emerged and shot
dorm the two balloons in what seemed to be a fraction of a second, The
observers quickly descended in their parachutes and they had scafcely reached
the ground and escaped the flaming mass above them before the plane had disap-
peared toward the lines amid the barking of the archies and the cracking of the
anti-aircraft machine guns, A British air squadron set out for the line almost
at once to rotaliate, for at all times on the British front we had held the air
as well as the artillery supremacy.
Captain Biglow, who remained near Lieramont with the company was
“taken to the front b& motor on the afterncon of September 25th with Major
.Gardner and an Australian sergeant who had been placed with our battalion for
ijhe'ooming "show." The captain could not on account of enemy observation
'jiﬁke a personal reconnaissance of the front positions we were to use. He was
irable, however, after passing through Ronssoy to station hinself on a height
:;anrih of Tombois Road and to look over the lines of our gun positions south of
frﬁﬁﬁé_road. At 1 A.H, on September 26th he returned to the conpany and con-
%%mﬁicated the orders that were to be observed in getiing to the line, After
3 H¢ur’s preparafion he again set out for the front accompanied by runners and
;Pghef'mon to assist him in laying the stakes for the coming machine gun barragc,
After dark on the night of Sevtember 26th, the main portion of the
.iéﬁmﬁgﬂy.met the second platoon at Ste, Emilie and then proceedel by platcons
;ﬁéﬁﬁ fifteen minute intervals to the front east of Ronssoy, Llthough it is
‘lﬁbt“ﬁore.than two miles from Ste, Emilie to Ronssoy, the march was a long one.

Fef?Qre constantly held up by horse and motor transport trying to pass us,
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both from the rear and from the direction in which we were going. At times we
could scarecely see in the darkness as we were crowded off the road to allow
limbers to pass, The route we toolr was literally lined with artillery which
kept up against the enemy a constant harassing fire that amounted almost to a
barrege., Enemy shells kept breaking near us and enemy planes could be heérd
above us. Once all the searchlights in our sector, it seemed, shot up and we
could see what looked like a silver insect in one of the shafts of light, but the
plane spun and dove'and was soon lost to our sight, Ve could sece ammunition
dumps flaring up on the enemy's side and more.on our own,  An atmospheroc of
restlessness and foreboding seemed to predominate, indicating our contemplated
attack and the enemy's fear of it, At length we reached the ruined town‘
Ronssoy and rested temporarily before being escorted to our positions.: Two com=-
posite squads from our company were loaned tc D Company during the entire coming
attacks. These two groups were under Corporal Frank Jefferson of the first
platoon and Corporal Frank Kearns of the third. The two squads formed a section
-or half-platoon and Corporal Jefferson becams their acting section-sergeant,

The immediate operation we were about to take part in was a preliminary
offensive with limited objectives on a front of about four thousand yards. The
:méin.Hindenburg defenses of the Gefmans, to which they had retreated early in 1917
&nd from which they began their great offen31ve of llarch 21, 1918, lay not far
b°h1nd the front line of infantry, The British fArny in the seven weeks preced-
ing our coming to this sector had taken prectically all of the ground won by the
ﬂmmy the previous spring, The English front now ran virtually along the
; 5¥B%ffied or Hindenburg line, with the exception of & conparatively short portion
mr@dl&uely to the west of the St. Quentin Canal tunnel, In this sector, the
Gerﬂans §till held the "strong-points" knowvn as the Knoll, Guillemont Farm and

0
_uennenont Farm, The British had made several attacks ageinst these strongholds

i
zan atte"lpt to straighten the line before the great offensive against the Hin-
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denburg system that was to come., In one assault as many as four British div-
isions were used, but continued effort failed to kesp these positions aviay from
the enemy, The strength and resistence showm at these points was sufficient
proof of the German High Command's determined-intention to hold the strongholds
and to make a positive stand at the dindenburg line itsgelf,

Although the time for the main offensive all along this front had al-
most céme, so important was it for the British Fourth Army to begin its attack
without a salient in the line, that still another attenpt was decided upon to
gain these outer defense positions. Tbe second fmerican Corps, couposed of tho
Twenty-seventh and Thirtieth Divisions, was a skeleton corps and had been assign-
ed by General Rawlinson to the Australian Corps under Genersl lonash, The
Australian Corps Commander.in his preparations for the Hindenburg offensive gave
orders for only one brigade of the Second American Corps to ba used in the attack
for the outer defenses of the line. This vas done in order to reserve the main
strength of the Americans at his disposal for the larger offensive. General
Read, the commanding officer of ths Second Corps chose the Twenty-seventh Diy-
ision to oceupy the northérn sector of the Anmerican portion of the front, The
three strong~points were located in this northern sector and consequently it
fell to our éivision to take part in the prelininary operation, The brigade
assigned to this duty was the Fifty-third Bfigade, the 106th Infantry attacking,
followed by the 105th Infantry, The 105th Hachine Gun Battalion as part of
the brigade was also to take part, as was also the 106th lnchine Gun Battalion,

The positions which our company took-up on the night of September 26th
Were not similar in any respect to the oncs we-held in Flanders.- Qur work thers
had been potential, We placed our guns whers they could be used, if necessary,
:in defense ang whi;e we carried on some harassing fire at night, our main pur-
.pofe_was a defensive one which we were not called upon to perforn, In this

Present operation our guns were to be used in the attack, We were to fire




them sinultaneously with the ertillery as part of the barrage,

After our short rest in Ronssoy we were met at the head of Tombois Road
by Captain Biglow who had been laying out our firing positions ever since dark-

ness had allowed him and the men with him to enter our assigned area. Owing to
the enemy activity and the many Verey lights that were being constantly sent up,
it took the captain from nine o'clock until one in the morning to complete the

selection of emplacements and the laying of the stakes which were to indicate to
each gun squad tho exact direction and clevation to be used in firing its gun,
The céptain escorted each platoon to our field northeast of the town, and pointed
out the stakes to each individual squad, We lined the guns up only fifty yards
apart in the open field not far behind the infantrj trenches, The first
platoon was placed on the right, the third on the left and the socond in the
centre, the line of guns running from F 17 A 3:8 almost to the road at 11 C 2:3
(Map reference)

The field chosen was very barren with little cover except shell-holes,
The digging~in began immediately as it was after 2.30 A.l, when we arrived,
Whorever a shell-hole could not be used a small deep slit was made for each
' gi;"xmer and his "Number 1" man, Behind this slit and slightly to the right or
.tQ‘ihc left another larger hole was dug for the use of the remaining members of

each squad, These latter holes were called "beltfilling stations" as the belts

vhich held the machine gun ammunition were to be refilled there after they had

Ted the Zuns.,

It was. hecessary for the men to make several trips back to the towm to

& °btaln rations, emmunition, guns and other e2quipment as the transport could not
-:&dvance further than Ronssoy with any degree of safety. This necessitated a
%*‘e of 500 yards for the squad of the left gun of our company and of over 1100

:/&rds fOr those manning the right gun. In addition to the regular equipment we
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carried by hand large extra stores of S, A. A, put up 1200 rounds per box, & tre-
mendous load under the most favorable conditions but doubly difficult for the men
under the heavy enemy fire. Tom’Bois Road which was just to the left of our |
field and which led back to the town was being constantly swept with both artillery
end machine gun fire and the flares sent up revealed thc bodies of many Germans
still lying on the road, The men dug throughout the remainder of the night and
relieved themselves from this duty by changing on and off to the carrying .parties.
All of this work was keét up during incessant fire from the enemy. Every kind
and size of shell was dropped in the field and on the road. High-oxplosive,

would be varied with gas and the German machine gunners raked our positions with
their fire. Many of the H,E. shg':lls'contained arsenic gas which was indicated
by low-lying smoke and we had to be doubly careful lest a heavy shell that did

not hit us should give forth the vapor that would gas us, The enemy weas very
nef__vous end we could observe no let-up as we dug and hiked back and forth to the
bead of Tombois Road for supplies or perhaps helped a Woundec'l men to our company
h"é:aéé{zar‘be_z's at Lempire Post. The big shells had a stunning, splitting sound

and seemed to rip and tear wherever they struck. Their continuous noise kept

: a'-c'on_gtént ring in our ear-drums as they feil everywhere about us. TWe suffered
'éééi;a;"ﬁies all during the night both on the road and in the field, At five
_ O'clock Lieutenant Cook notified ecach platoon commander that "zero" would be at

It was still dark when the barrage opened, The previous firing during

: -t-}}e--___night had seemed heavy, but this avalanche eof guns made a hurricane noise that

‘%temod louder than anything we had ever heard, We could look behind us and see

Ly E4
vilg: 3 g - L . sig
“e entire line one mass of red tongues, as the artillery poured its ammunition

¢ -In front of us the Germans' lines fairly flared with rockets and signals,

AU S ;
e ovm contribution - the machine gun barrage - opened immediately after the

11]7°W and kept up its fire, with brief intervals only, until "zero plus 75
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minutes."  These short pauses were merely to raise the barrel of the gun in
increasing the range as the infantry advanced or to insert a fresh belt of
cartridges.  Our entire battalion with the 106th Battalion on our right fired
ninety-six guns during this barrage, the rate of fire per gun being between one
hundred and one hundred and fifty rounds of ammunition per minute, This meant
. & total of 7,500 rounds per gun for the barrage,

At the beginning of the barrage, the tanks which were to support the in-
fantry ceme up and passed through us following the white tapes that had been
leid out for them by guides, Hany of them were put out of action by the heavy
_ counter-barrage put up by the enemy and by striking mines which had been laid in
- their paths., One of these tanks caught fire from a land mine ang part of its
.orew was trapped inside unable, on account of their wounds ts free themselves,
-Three men crawled to our positions from the burning mass and teld what had hap-
. pened. Sergeant Reider Waaler, of our company; made his way to the tank and
l}ucceeded in rescuing two men despite the imminent danger of its complete

estruction.  The possibility of the explosion of its ewn ammunition from the
’flames”by which it was being consumed wes practically certain,

| For this act of hersism Sergeant Waaler received the Congressional Medal
Of Honor the highest award for bravery in the gift of the United States Govern-
mmﬁ, He also received the British Distinguished Conduct Medal the French
Cnux de Guerre with palm, and the Hontenegrin "ledaille pour la Bravoure
LMﬂ@tgiPe". Sergeant Waaler pressed German Prisoners into his service as
s.'t1'6+chex‘-bearers and managed to get the badly burned men to a dressing station,
ﬁwefmﬂrd later that both of these men died soon after their rescue.

- By the time the machine gun barrage had ended, daylight had come, ang
:SWE sat by our guns, which were kept mounted to repel any counter-atiack

hr
'Oug“ Our positions, wounded infantry stopped near us on their way to dressing

'Stat
°n3 -to tell us of what they had encountered. Stories were necessarily




conflicting, but we realized that a stubborn battle for the outposts must have

peen going on. One time we got "all set" when an unusually large batch of
I:prisoners marched through us on their way to the rear, but we soon- saw that they
were guarded and unarmed. They called out "Kamerad" incessantly, in a sort of
spirit of self-preservation and raised their hands in an appeal for protection,
puring the morning one of Sergeant Waaler's guns fired two and a half belts at an

enemy plane that hovered over the lines, the tripod being completely inverted in

order to obtein a high angle of fire., We gave ourselves credit for bringing

d wn this plane when we finally saw it drop to the ground ahead of us.

In the afternoon the company, less the third platoon and Number 8 squad
”'ihe second platoon, retired a short distance to Thistle Trench, from which
-there was & better defensive field of fire and which afforded the men better pro-
tectlon than the fields We had incurrsd many casualties before, during and after

.the _t___;_e._x_'rage, owing to the open nature of the field where we were located and to

_We immediately set up the guns in the new positions, Casualties, of

Number 11 gun position was struck

by &':Shell about 2 P,l, on September 27th, the direct hit killing instantly

Pr1"%65 Harold W. Chestnut, Edward A. Day, Bugene J. lurphy and Henry T, iohr,
Thls °aﬂe sheTl severely wounded Corporal Frank llacaulay and also sent Private

B
dm"nd W Becl’er to the hospital, The gun, however, was not put out of action.

Corporal Frank Arnold received a machine gun wound in the leg on Sept~
emb B

er”27tn ahd Privates Arthur J. Brooks, Thomas L. Burns, John E., Dwyer, Ge orge
Ime
% JO’U‘ . aIacT’lln, Daniel H, Merritt, George J, liooney, Harry F. licDonald,

i f;;,_gﬁm, James G. Russell and Allyn G. Thitehead were wounded by high-
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explosive shells and were svacuated to the rear. Sergeant John H, Halpin was

severely wounded by high-explosive and Corporal Bruce C., Hubbard received head
injuries from a shell fragment. Privates Charles A, Garvin, John J, Kane and
Roy Hujus were hit by enemy machine gumners and Privates Welter J. Frazer and
Thomas Ps Kenny were overcome by gas.

Private George O, S. Carr was wounded by shell-fire and died later in
e field hospital, All of these casualties took place on September 27th and’

consequently our company was left quite short of men for the remainder of the

operations.

This preliminary attack on the outposts of the Hindenburg line, in
which we were privileged to take part, did not rosult in the taking end holding
of all of the objectives assigned to the infantry. Each of the three strong-
points -~ the Knoll, Guillemont Farm and Quennemont Farm -- were reached by the

attacking groups but the infantry regiments were unable to consolidate a new

~line, owing to severe casualties and lack of numerical strength, adequate to the

- task at hand., Superior officers had expressly ordered our divisional commander
.ﬁto.use but one brigade, as the main strength of the division was to be reserved

for the larger Hindenburg offensive which was scheduled to take place shortly

3éfﬂef'aﬁd on a much longer front. It is not surprising that the Fifty-third
:Erig;dé found itself uneble to take and hold the three outposts when it is re-
&3éiié&:that several-other attacks in this sector by the British with a far
Tléfgef attacking force only met with failure. In the assault by our brigade
.}E_féQnt wes advanced considerably, but not entirely to the points striven for.
. The five guns of our company which remained in their original positions
~?$%_in-charge of Lieutenant Downey and were laid on a definité S.0.5. line for

158 in case of a Boche break-through. Despite the casualties suffered by

Qu@S?:gun teams, especially in Number 11 -Squed, Lieutenant Dowmey was able to
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pep &ll guns manned, During the night of September 27th, the five squods were
dered to retire to Thistle Trench. After over two hours in the dark, and

wearing gas-masks almost continually, the contingent gave up the hunt for the new

positions and rested in a small trench. Shortly after dewn they were guided to

their new emplacements,

The night of September 27th was spent by the main poriion of Company A

in Thistle Trench. The guns were set up in vantage points throughout the trench
end two men left on guard at each gun while the remainder of the skeleton squads
tried to sleep. This duty and semi-rest were xept up also during the next day
and night and the men were thus enabled to renew their strength somewhat although
constant bombardment was sent over by the enemy, our snatches of slumber being

disturbed by ges-shells and high-explosive.

Most of the men were too tired to take notice of the H,E., feeling with
- philosophical fatigue that if it would get us, it might do so as well asleep as
weke, But the gas was something we could combat. and so we kept more or less
lert, in case the "pop" noise of a gas-shell should warn us to don our masks,

Ot & fow petrol tins of coffee were spoiled for us by the contaminating gas that
: t}xra't_.e_;i our entire trench.

- At night the company transport would come to the end of the trench, which.
-"°Een_e_d':in_to the Guillemont Road and details would go domn for our rations, The
f’anSpof_t was very faithful in bringing our food, despite the congestion of the
5af—_1_S,I'B.nd;__-the. heavy shelling they encountered, Our horses were exhausted and

T‘_:-?j'ﬂ_s iecessary to shoot one that had been wounded by shell-fire. Te ate well,

o ; :
=% because enough food for our entire company was sent up to us. Since many

. The efficiency of the army took care of this very quickly, how-

» @nd as soon as the depleted roster of our company was received at head-
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quarters, rations for only the number of men on duty could be dravm: And so our

short-lived feast ended.

Saturday =~ September 28th ~ also increased the number of casualties.
The protection of the trench undoubtedly saved us from many machine gun and shell
wounds, but the enemy bombarded our new positions with gas and several men were
gsent to the rear to obtain medical treatment. These were Privates William

Guhl, Cﬁarles H. Johnson, Frederick T. Johnéon, Dayton B, Meeker, Bart R.

MacDoneld, Lewis C. Popham and Emil W, Rupprecht.

After dark on September 28th, Company F of the 107th Infantry came into
our trench and rested during the night until a short time before zern hour on
the twenty-ninth, when they set out for their jumping-off point. In arranging
i"_o;'- the new attack, Major Gardner sent our captain a message asking the number
of ‘guns he could fire in the next barrage. The captein answered that all of

- his'twelve guns would be manned, a feat which only our company in the battalion

Just before dawn, our guns were dismounted and taken from Thistle Trench

to the positions from which we had fired the barrage on Friday morning. At

5

50on this Sunday, the second barrage opened and it was in many respects simi-
1&';‘:'-'j'-.-i?__-.'the one fired two days previously except that the ranges were different

: flndthe gun crews smaller. For this barrage, which preceded the attack on

the maln Hindenburg defense system, we took only a sufficient amount of eguipment

&ﬁd_?i:l_oaded belts from the trench to the field. The machine guns fired for

t*"ent,:y minutes, TImmediately after our part was over, the company returned to

_T_hl_sfﬂl'é Trench where we were undoubtedly spared more casualties. A counter-

; att?l_ck could be repelled even better from the itrench than from the field and

’?-"'-l_ﬁh far more safety to the machine gunners. No one was hurt before the barrage,

ihe B i ) N ) ) )
: -.q_&rkness seeming to give us sufficient cover on our way from the tranch.
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Two men , however, ﬁére hit on the return trip., Sergeant Clarence Reinhardt
received machine gun wounds and wes seﬁt to the rear, Private Laurence Ballard
was severely wounded in.the head by either a German sniper or machine gunner.

He was carried into the trench unconscious 5nd a stretcher was quickly procured.
He was then taken to a first-aid station in Ronssoy and there placed on a Red
Cross ambulance. A few days after this battle we lemrned with sincere sorrow
that this fellow=-soldier had succumbed to his wounds,

Once in the trench we again put a full guard on each gun and awaited
developments. Some few of us, who went down to the end of the trench, saw
streams of wounded pouring into the aid station on Guillemont Road, And we also
saw with pleasure, for it denoted success, the tremendous forward movement of
soldiers, transport, tanks, armored cars and ambulances. This steady, sweeping
onrush was indeed a grand thing to watch and it surely gave the heart of any
soldier who witnessed it, an added thrill, It seemed as if the open warfara
we had all been longing for, must be very close at hand, In his exhilaration,
one of our men said "I enly hope I can live to tell of this gorgeous sight",

We received encouraging news throughout the day and toward evening the
shelling and the gas abated somewhat and we were able to enjoy a few hours of
féé} sleep, despite the heavy rainfall that set in, One half of our trench
_had:beeh quite cut off from the rest due to a direct hit, but we managed to climb
PVér-the debris at this point and eventually we dug the misplaced dirt away,
S?Ptember 29th brought us further casualties - Corporal Morton B, Allen and
:-céfporal William W. Davenport being put out of action by gas. Other gas victims
? Wfr9 Corporal David R.. Harford and Privates Joseph J. Kenney, Henry.Au Kralinger,
Ghérles Jo Ley, David P, McHugh and Harry Rosenstock,

| We remained at our posts in Thistle Trench all of the next‘day - lMonday -

and anTuesday, October 1lst, our transport drove up on the top along the trench,
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The Germans by this time were so far back that little risk WaS'fun. Our guns

were loaded on the limbers and taken to the rear, e were thus able to march

back without having to carry equipment:of any kind. The march took us to Ste.

Emilie which we had left five days befors, Pup tents were set up there and a

We found Red Cross representatives at Ste, Emilie and

breathing spell enjoyed.

they fed us biscuits and cocoa and gave us cakes of chocolate, canned fruits and

cigarettes. These gifts were a true surprise to us and came as a real apprecia-

tion from home at a time when we were quite hungry and very tired from all that

‘hed just happened,

Our arrival at Ste. Emilie acquainted us with still other casualtiss in the

_66mpany. Corporal Frank A. Kearns received a wound from a machine gun bullet

:éhd Private Henry P. Cutter one from a high-explosive shell. These casualties

Q§curred on September 27th and 28th while these men were on duty with the two

squads that had been loaned to Company D of our battalion. Captain Whitney

gave the squads that had been temporarily a part of his company a very fine

ﬁécommendation for the efficiency and bravery they had displayed while under his

cdmmﬁnd. TWe also learned that Mess Sergeant Frank G, Van Derver and Cook James

5 Sémon hed been gassed at rear headquarters on September 30th. The killed and

Nggnded in our company from September 27th to September 30th reached & totel of

fgrfy-seven casualties, about fifty per cent of our combat strength at the time

We -entered the line.
if

Our return from the front on October lst brought an end to our

.Participation in the Hindenburg line operations. The second phass of these

?Péréiions, as we have seen, began with the mein attack on September 29th by our

entire division as part of the general offensives all along this portion of the

28th

Btitish front. The infantry of the division in the attack on September

' . R L o i t
_Were confronted with probably the most difficult porvion o the Fourth Army's




While the 1G7th and 108th Regiments of the 54th Brigade carried on the main

attack, they were aided by whét men were left in both the 105th and 108th Regi-
ments.  The three outposts which had not been entirely captured in the prelim-
inary thrust lay in their path and had to be taken before the infantry could reach
the main Hindenburg system. Even when reached, the line of the canal in our div-
isional sector presented difficulties not encountered in other portions of the
line for it was between Bellicourt and Venduille that the canal ran underground
'through the tunnel, . The tunnel enabled the enemy to secrete and kecp safe enor-

mous bodies of troops .to be used in flank and rear attacks after our first waves

;Hfd”passed through. It is quite logical to suppose, in view of the enemy 's
'hﬁcious holding to the three outposts, that the main system itself, immediately

behind these strongpoints, would be fought for most vigorously, In fact, after

hsiéitéck, it was learned that the German commenders had removed troops from the
;ﬁte flanks of the tunnel sector in order to strengthen and reinforce the

in of ‘the tunnel itself, It is evident then that the enemy regarded this part
the llne as his stronghold and that he prepared to hold it as such. To attack
afbybag this line was the objective of our division.

It was this task that the infantry had before them and this stupendous work

30§omplished with great credit to themselves and to the American Army which

inigiss
:-,.‘.‘.“:.:Om_ Wey to their great triumph.




Chapter VII.

BETWEEN BATTLES

The company remained at Ste. Emilie until the next day, Océober 2nd, Most
of the men's time was spent in performing a duty known as "bunk fatigue” or
"deylight sleeping”, Across the road from our little camp we found a new cem~
etery which had been construct;d for the Americans who had been killed in the
ﬁindenburg_Line battles, Burial squads were still at vork setting up crosses
énd-digging graves for the bodies that lay about sewm up in burlap bagging - the
only coffin that a soldier killed iﬁ action can have, The new burial ground

f;h its hundreds of white crosses was laid out just beside a small French
mgtery which evidently belonged to the family who ovmed the larpe mansion at
théfSte. Emilie cross-roads.

The men of our compeny nearly.all explored the soldier cemetery, reading the

ion the crosses to see if any friend in the division was among tho dead
Eﬁlééé there, The French cemetery had in it what looked like a combination
Vahl%;gnd chapel, but shell-fire and the ruthless conduct of the enemy when he
held"£his territory had battered the windows and torn open the graves. We could

ﬁhrough the opening in the floor and see the mummified figure of a baby

;~Our afternoon march to the rear ended in a cut in the hills on either side

We

ffﬁhiéh;were rudely constructed huts made of "casual" lumber and burlap,

'gu?fstill hear guns in this spot which was situated midway betwsen Tincourt and

i

e T g2




with fatigue of the body and of the mind and our one desire was to sleep or to
;listen to the beautiful silence after so much wakefulness and so much noise.

We remained in this place five days, cleaning equipment, ridding our-
selves of cooties, and resting. There were no formations but a daily roll call
and no work except the necessary fatigue duties. At this time a Y. M, C. A.
man was attached to the battalion and we were able to purchasc chocolate, cigar-
ottos, towols and other articles which we needed, at a very lov cost, Here
mggain we got copies of the London Daily Mail end we read about all the progress
.ﬁat haed been made against the enemy and thé German request for an ammistice.

On llonday, October 7th, we set out agﬁin in the direction of the line,

e marched in the afternoon and rcached our immediate destination = a sert of

amp near Hervilly - about four. Here we stayed for two nights and resumed the
terrupted cleaning and washing we had begun in our last resting place.

On Wednesday, about three in the afternocon, e began another hike, This
maréh todkAus through Villeret, Bellicourt and Neuroy. We passed by Villerst
Just before sundown, so we could yet see the utter desolation éf the land bstween
ﬁhi§:p1ace end Bellicourt. It was a complete waste, no trees, no buildings -
jﬁé%hthe shell torn road before us with red twilight onvit and vast stretches of
v#re;covering the slopes that ran up and down on either side - wire so dense

rows sesmed like some thick growing vegetation or shrubbery. How
»céﬁid fight through this it was impossible to understand, and yet here we
’méeialmost directly opposite Ronssoy and practically on grounu that wo hag fired
nga;rage upon two weelks before, Our infentry had indeed triumphed in pen-
iv‘*?ff.-i..l')._{?;__these tremendous hazards.

."f It was dark when we passed through Bellicourt, although still enough
igﬁ%ﬂf@ﬁained for us to see scores of German prisoners lined up on the road,

d'in the P, 0, W. cage there as we turned in the direction of HNourcy.

Wite B)an s 5 niEE .
'__gbl&yk when we set up our shelter tents just northeast of this village in a




field between a sunken road and the railway, Tﬂat evening we ate our "bully
beef" by touch alone and this "piece de resistance” of the army menu never .
tasted better to the men than on that chilly night.

The next day - Thursday - we were on the road once more, but again not
until late afternoon. Our morhing's rest gave us a chance to explore and there
were many unofficial inspection tours of the German-built dug-outs in this part
of the Hindenburg line. Even the finest dug-outs we hed yet seen could in no
way compare with the wondérful concrete safety places the Germans had nade here.
Some were thirty and forty feet below the surface of the grouné. and were most
elaborately fitted and equipped. Furniture and even piancs were found. Every-
where there was evidence that the Hun had looked forward to a long stay here and
that his departure must have been sudden and unexpected.

We reeched llontbrehain at dusk on this Thursday and placed our tents just
outside of the towm. There were a few dead Germans lying about our field, an
indication that we were probably catching up somewhat with the advancing_troops.
We left lontbrehain early the next morning and marched through Brancourt-le-Grand,
turning north. It rained on and off during the march. The dead Germans were be-
coming more frequent as we kept on and at some of our rest places we had almost
to lock for a spot to sit without being beside them, There were dug-outs all
elong the highway and their curtains and furnishings lay half in the rocad and

half, inside, Equipment was scattered about and thes whole route gave the appear-

ence of & flight,

~, Before we came to Premont we turned into a field on our left and again set
f i
Up camp. We marched again at ten-thirty on Saturday after twenty-four hours of

- Test, e turned east at Premont and then marched toward Busigny. Our road

Cut the reilroad about three miles out of Premont and at this point we sawr £if-

teen or twenty bodies of Thirtieth Division men lying side by side where the bur-

.:a§ details had laid them temporarily. Qur destination was Becquignettie Farm, just
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south of the towm of Busigny. Division Headquarters was now located in Busigny,

The Thirtieth Division had been pushing on in contact with the enemy

through nearly all of the territory we hed covered since leaving our rest camp

near Bussu. It was now again time for our division to occupy the line and the

Fifty~-fourth Brigade was sent to the front in and about Vaux Andigny, while

our brigade remained resting in reserve. The enemy after his long retreat had

again put up a stand on the heights east of Le Selle River and the fe

w days' rest

from further advance and marching were only to be used for consolidation and

.preparation for a further major attack,

We arrived at Becquignette Farm on Saturday October 12th, and lived in

shelter tents until the following Vednesday.,

This time we were ordered to dig

holes under the tents desp enough to protect us from practically all shell-fire

but a direct hit. Our abode secmod rather free from enemy atténtion, however,

mﬁ.althourh the noise from the front could be hear‘ continually, we wers not

materlally bothered by shells landing in our immediate vicinity, Our company

camp atuecqulgnette Farm consisted of a single line of double shelter tents

ﬂﬂnb a high hedge. The entire battalion was encamped in this manner using the

ﬂm edge< of a rectangular field, Our picket-line nearby, adjoined that of the

XXBHuSSars, and it is said that the Americans did some very advantageous swapping

- Of horses during the nights, unbeknovmst to our British friends.

- The duties during our four deys stay were very light and consisted only
E I

f thc detalls necessary to obtain rations and water, lail was secured and

ey

Spapers carefully read owing to the armistice ciscussion, The rations at

-, C .
~’us tlme were unusually slim, due no doubt to the rapid advance made in the two

$n
seks prcv1ous and to the consequent unusual distance from the base of supplies

The men spent much of their time during the day around fires made from

418 _ :
f*iehell covers, a large quantity of which had beon left by the retreating
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Germans, Whenever the mess~-sergeant opened a can of hard tack and told the boys
to "go to it" there was a wild scramble, and toasted "piscuits" ﬁere enjoyed for
the next half hour., One afternoon as we sat warming ourselves we witnessed a
gorgeous air fight three or four miles east of us. There must have been thirty
planes participating. The maneuvers and the spiné and the falls they took in
:trying to avoid one another's bullets gave us some real thrills as we watched. We
jlooked at them for twenty minutes and then the fight ended abruptly., Although
e sew one plane fall, we were too far off to know who had got the better of it,.
Tt was quite dark by six at night, and as no fires could then be lighted, or

ights used, the men usually turned in at this hour, sleeping until seven in the

On the afternoon of Wednesday, October 16th, Captain Biglow - accompanied
_biiLieutenant Cook and runners from each platoon and from the transport - made &
éé§nnaissance trip to the positions from which we were to fire our barrage in
ftﬁa}ooming attack., The positions were to be a few hundred yards back of the
}é;éken road that comnscted St. Martin Revere with the St. Souplet =~ Le Haie
"Méﬁ?;gsse road. The reconnaissance party ga&e careful attention to the possible

‘routes between rear headquarters at Becquignette Farm and our firing positions,

:°h§981ng only unfrequented roads and paths, The capfain remenbered the toll that

fhédwﬁéen Fuken on the road to our positions near Ronssoy when we entered the line
Sé?témber 26th, and he was determined that few, if any, casualties would be
ﬂ@ﬁefed en route to the line for this attaclk. The positions themselves were

seiepted in an orchard between two parallel hedges, the guns to be fired from

wlmﬂind,the hedge nearer the front. These hedges enabled the advance party to
&y things out thoroughly in daylight and still be screened from enemy obsorva-

E ﬁPﬁn_’ Another route baclk to Becquignette Farm was talzen in order that all

% ‘ . . i R
Vailable roads should be lmowm.,
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Chepter VIII

LE SELLE RIVER BATTLE

This next attack which our company took part in beceme known to us as Le
gelle River Battle or the St. Souplet "Stunt".  The Fifty-fourth Brigade had re-
118V8d the Thirtieth American Division on the night of October 1llth and were
hslding the line from St. Benin to Vaux fudigny. Previous to the attack on St.
SQuplet however, our divisional front was made shorter sc that before the offen-
]glve on October 17th the entire division held only a front of 1,000 yards running
:from a point midway between Le Hoie Menercsse and St, llartin Rivere to the west
;giaé of the river in St. Souplet.

After dark on October 16th, the battalion left Becquignette Farm, A Conpany
vﬁ;qhing behind D Company. The main highwey toward Becquighy was talcen, Severe
sﬁgliinv in this tovm held us on the road west of it for some time. Presently,
Lwewfound that the enemy bombardment had scored direct hits on D Compeny, as it

oassed through this village on its way to the line., Several men were killed and

ouhérs.severely vwounded, Captain Biglow, &s soon as he perceived the danger to

gﬁmon from the shells registering in Becquigny, turned them about and toock an

alternate route which he had located in the afternoon.

This route was much longer but it lay over less important roads end across

ﬂiﬁlds; The way was muddier and made harder marching, but the men reached the

fSUn pOS1t10ns without & scratch. The transport used the Decguigny road on ac-

rr'“Ount_of its better pondition, but they nade speed records through the town,

QSGaDed the shelling end met the main company st Round Point, southeast of Le Haie
. HMeneresse, whence they followed the dismounted men to the orchard selected for our

:}?ihg;_ Chaplain Bass accompanied us to the positions but returned shortly after

Ur arrival to attend the men wounded in Company D.
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Once in the orchard the limbers were unhooked behind the second hedge and

the horses and riders sent back to Becquignette Farm to remsin until after the

. machine gun barrage.

Each corporal found his squad limber directly behind the

-stakes set up for his pgun. The very short distance betwesen limber and gun

position enabled the men to carry equipment to the firing'point in very quick

 time. Firing positions were dug, and behind them saf'ety holes for those of the

squad not actually at the guns and also for the liaison personnel, Long be-

fore zero, all was in readiness in our little orchard with the twelve guns point-

ing east and awaiting the opening of the barrage. The guns were ten yards

apart, the map reference being from W 2 C 9,5:4 to €8,5:6, Zero was at 5:40,

just before dawn, and the machine gun barrage lasted until §:52.

During the time we were firing the Germans put up a heavy counter-barrage

of artillery, and the orchard was hit many times, but not a man was injured

there, so careful and thorough had been the preparation of the gun positions,

Some machine guns on our right, but not in our divisional sector, opened their

fire prematurely, and this no doubt was the cause of our having to sit through

the severe "whizzbanging" that came just before and during the twelve minutes

We were shooting. By the time the machine gun barrage had ended, the horses

hed returned and were immediately hitched to the limbers which were being loaded

© meanwhile with all of our guns and equipment, This loading was accomplished

during a heavy gas barrage which saturated the orchard and the men wore their
gas~masks as they carried the guns to the limbers and hitched the horses.
We set out almost immediately, the transport following, on the road lead-

ing into St, Souplet and after a short distance turned right into the sunken road

/

% Which leads to St. Martin Revere. This road afforded excellent protection for

11 .
“1® men and transport as it was very narrow and unusually desp, It was a sort

b . : > )
oL grand trench, Our progress toward St. Martin was held up owing to the enemy




esistance against our infantry. We were accordingly required to wait until the

oughboys had pushed well over the stream and the engineers had set up a bridge.

ur horses were exhausted from gas and other wounds and many times in this sunken

oad it became necessary to unhook and to use the men to pull the limbers through

he mud.  The road itself and the little "bivvies" dug in its sides were filled

ith the second waves of infantry and with wounded. Qur men were able to render

id to many of the disabled, The top was strewn with equipment and with dead,

ome mangled horribly by the enemy fire that kept up continually. Our immediate

bjective was a tree encircled field not far from St. Martin, An enerty machine

n kept firing from there and we therefore waited until a tank came and cleaned

Y out. TWe were also being fired upon from the high ground on the opposite bank

f the river and from a house in St, Martin,

About noon we reached the field where we waited until two~thirty while our

fficers investigated the bridge and its ability to hold our transport. Leanwhile

ptain Biglow had gone out ahead and looked over the route as far as the railway

It seemed rather unusual to pass near the tovm of St, Martin, and to see so

ﬁ@wjgreen trees and houses practically intact. Our previous line worl had been

erritory that had been stripped of every tree and building by shell-fire, Now

ere fighting in an area that had been well behind the German lines a few days

ﬁfbte; In crossing the Selle we used the bridge at Marsh Mill just north of the

llage, and we then proceeded across country and by way of e sunken road to just

sloy. the point where the St. Martin-Arbre Guernon Road cuts the railway. This
book'

9% the entire afternoon as we stopped for several hours due to the checking of

91n£antry’s advance aheasd of us. The captain with Lieutenant Downey and a

- Mner proceeded to recomnoitre the roed into Arbre Guernon. When they reached the

M itgels they discovered that it was & question whether the Americans or the

'emmns held the place. While they were discussing the situation with the in-

AL . .. . :
& tty Offlcers, the enemy raked the village with machine guns.




Several enemy machine gun bursts greeted us as we formed up in marching

order on this road, but it was quickly getting .dark an

d we were able to go several

hundred yards without trouble. e were now skirting the right boundary of our

divisional sector. Captain Biglow who had returned, halted the company while he,

;acuomvanﬂed by Lieutenants Barthman and Dovney, ageain

went into Arbre Guernon.

They now found that the 105th Infantry held the town but that it was not

entirely cleaned up, Infantry officers feared a counter-attack and pleaded with

“the captain to augment their small force of 350 men by bringing his com

pany end

puns into the village. The captain then returned to us and called the non-

ccommissioned officers together to odvise them of the situation, Hasty plans

ere mapped out and orders given to prepare to move out at once.

It was feared

wing to the scarcity of men in the infantry line, due to the many casualties of

“the past fortnight, that unless reinforcements were had, Arbre Guernon would again

fell into German hands.

After the captain's little talk we set out again and turned left into the
f#;}lage. The transport waé driven along the main street which was also the
'highway leading to Le Cateau. At the crossing of the roed from St, Souplet
there were several houses and also along the west side of the main street, These
W dwellings made up the town, there being merely open fields, trees and hedges
on the east side of the road, We found much German equipment lying about and at
':‘Jh'e_v cross-roads & disabled allied tank with piles of shells beside it. We had
_@ard before we entered the place that our infantry was on one side of the street
Nm the enemy on the other. We found, after we got our bearings, that this
faﬁliterally true. The main street was the front line with our infantry

ﬁ?bps disposed along its length and the enemy out in the fields to the cast,

: It was guite remarkable that our. .company was able to go into this front

l”m With horse transport, to unload limbers and to send them back to rear head-

q .
Fﬂrters Without mishap., This rather daring cxploit could not be considered
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ood tactics and would never have been attempted under ordinary conditions . During
hiS offensive the twelve guns of our company werc being manned by three or four

en each, instead oi‘ by nine as the tables of organization requu'e. Te had suf-
ored casualties that’ ‘had left our compeny with a fraction of 1ts prescrlbed

'{rength Instead of cutting dovm the number of guns used, the number of men per

un Was reduced, thus allowlng us to retain our full firing strength even though
‘he personnel was almost inadequate to perform the du‘bles assigned, It was im=-
ossible in these circumstances to have ordered the men to unload the limbers out-
ide of the town and to have had them carry guns and equipment to the front line by
and. They were physicdlly unable to carry out this method, which would have

;éen used under other conditions., In this case the guns were needed in the very
emost part of the line where usually no machine guns heavier than the Lewis are
'o'u:hd and they were needed at once., It would have teken until midnight to get the
guns set up, had equipment to be carried by hand, As it was we were ready for
Jefry" and our transport gone to the rear at nine o'clock, ten minutes after we
irst entered Arbre Guernon.

The first platoon, Lisutenant Bartlman commending, was placed slightly to

}_ié sast of the tomn along the Mazinghein Road. The second platoon, under Lieu-

enent Jennings, occupied the centre position along the main street with guns set

i énd"trained on the fields to the east. Lieutenant Dowvmey's third platoon was
'E-";OHI the: left of the second, also along the road. One gun of this platoon was -
léced in the second story of Advantage 1'8.1‘1!1, set up in the midst of broken glass
ma well appeinted bedroom conteining a piano. Riflemen from the infantry were
".i:_ﬁ:nlaced slightly forward of the other guns to protect them adequately and to give
_'i"mmm% of sudden enemy activity.

It seemed so gquiet after the clattering of our horses’' hoofs and the rolle

Zlng gp 4 3 4 : 3
%6 of the limber wheels had ceased, that we were almost convinced that we were not

N CQr\‘ o
i Wact with the enemy at all, During the early evening, however, several




of the men could hear the

‘Boche talking, sometimes quite loudly as if giving

orders as to pl&éement of troops.

They tried to chide us once by calling

"Yenks, fire", The expected counter-attack did not materielize and until mid-

night there was very little firing of any kind,

Perhaps we had "put the wind

up Jerry" by the noise of our transport.

At any rate, he seemed to be consoli

- dating his line and replacing his artillery after his rather sudden dislodgenent

fron the line of the Selle River.

At twvelve o'clock, however, the. o0ld familiar shells began corming over us

~fron both directions, None of the eneny's fire bothersd us to any great ex-

ent during the night, Evidently, the Gernan'gunners were not shelling Arbre

uernon fearing that a short shot night injure their own troops. It was a busy

snight for Company A, though, as the lack of men made it necessary for everyone

o remain awake to man the guns if the occasion arose,

During the night, word was received that an artillery barrage would open
:£*5:30. The machine guns were not to take part in the firing since the posi-
nions occupied by them during the night were on the artillery berrage start line,
‘Positions further in the rear could not be used for machine gun fire, as the
EFbund west of Arbre Guernon sloped quite decidedly and it would have been im-
pgssible to give any material assistance to the infantry with our guns placed to
‘%ﬁ feér of the village itself, Accordingly, we received orders to dismount
dm Euns immediately before" 7ero and to carry them back one hundred yards where
ltfms ‘considered both guns and men could be in no danger from our own barrags,

nr9“"91‘9 8lso advised to be in readiness to advance at zero plus one hour behind

the lﬂlantry with machine guns loaded on peck horses
Before 5:30 the guns had been carried back the prescribed distancs and

Qm len - found what cover they could in the back yards and fields behind the
'L(}\'Tl. .

When the barrage opened, it was found that meny of the shells fired by




he Australian artillery werse fallin;' short and it became necessary for some of

he men of our company "to meke a dash for it" to points even more to the rear,

-Our barrage soon lifted, but a rather uncomfortable fer moments were spent by us

‘all in the midst of our own barrage, the enemyis counter-barrage and the German -

_machine gun fire that started from the higher ground east of the village. - We
learned later that the heavy guns of the artillery had not been calibrated since
f,ﬁgust and that consequently they were not firing accurately.

. The enemy soon showed how carefully he had taken the range of the

Le Cateau=Arbre Guernon road by registering direct hits all along its length,
Further orders to follow the infantry did not come through due to their being

weble to advance materially on account of the artillery accident. During the

‘_r;_arrage we ogain went forward to our positions of the night before, and reset the

dressing station located there.” At eleven o'c-locl': our company headguarters

~Wes moved from a house at the south end of the tovm to Advoantage Farm at the ex-

rems northern end.,

The infantry continued their advance later in the day without barrage,
wand: early on the merning of Octobéer 19th, each platoon commander in our company
i:'-:;‘."i'th & small party went out to select machine gun positions on Jonec de Her Ridge,

;If’vel‘ & mile distant from Arbre Guernon and slightly north of the towm of Mazing-

;;i';.hé'in- Af'ter the new locations had been selected, the transport was brought up

‘ =
0 Arbre Guernon and guns and equipment were loaded on the limbers. The men
~Tere then taken across fields to their new positions and were met there by the

‘_'_»ra’?_s.r—'ort which was required necessarily to travel by road. The guns were again

s t - - - - - - J -~ ] ) :
% up and harassing fire indulged in all of that night and on vhe fellowing
"%, Sunday, October 20th.
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The men at the guns received several visits from the ceptain from his head-
' quarters at Adventege Farm. His last call was at dusk on Sunday when he gave
the word that we were to be relieved that night and that runners from each platoon

were to be at Advantage Farm at seven o‘clock for the purpose of conducting the

relieving company to our positions.

Accordingly, as soon as it was dark, preparations began for our departure

r

and the runners went back for the relief. The relieving unit proved to be Company

B, Sixth Machine Gun Battalion B.E.F., whose Company A we were first with in Dicke-
busch and whose Company D we relieved there when we went into the line for the first
~ time alone. The relieving troops were guided from our company headquarters to
the.gun positions via Mazinghein over the roads. As these roads were being

" heavily shelled during the conducting of the relief, it was decided to bring our

‘men to the rear across country, a way that had proved very satisfactory and very

-sefe with us in the past.
When the platoons of our company assembled at Advantage Farm, they were or-

dered to proceed to our former encampment at Becquignette Farm. This was & fair

“hike and so some of us were piled into the large lorries belonging to the Sixth

Battalion and teken back as far as Busigny. There was & great deal of spirit

‘manifested that night. - As soon as the men in the lorries were well on their

way back they launched into a series of songs of celebration, No one made pre-

.dictions aloud, but it was very plain from the zest of the singing that each man

o+ knew that for him the war was over. It seemed certain, in view of the speed with

. "Which the enemy was retreating and the disorder he was everywhere leaving behind,

that the end was to be very soon. It was very probable that it would come before

© W& could return again to the line, and so everyone just cheered and yelled and

.. 8ry for ocur third platoon to march back.

_ Sang with the feverish excitement of boys after a football game. It was necess=-

Their long and hard hike was somewhatl
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relieved when the Red Cross gave them hot cocoa as they passed through St,

Souplet, News from the troops tnat relieved us had been most cheering, They

told us that the Germans had been

retreating all along the line and that they had

evacuated the entire sea=coast in Belgium,

This meant that Dickebusch was in a

. back area and that the Ypres salient was no mors - Sure signs to us who had been

_in Belgium that "Jerry" was through.

When we reached Becquignette Farm, the kitchsn hag hot chocolate for us

end many & man got into line over again in the dark to take

"seconds" and even
: 1 n
““thirds",

We then put up pup tents egain, The holes we had dug for them be-

fore were now qulte muddy from the rain that haa come while we were in the line,

However, it did not talks long to get reed Ay for sleep and as each plateoon arrived,

'the men set up their tents,

so that in the morning when we awoke the whole com-

On Lionday, October 2lst, we began our march back to the rail-head, A

_group of Scote

e passed
through Bohain and the music helped our faltering steps, We spent the first
‘night of our return journey in Brancourt. The quiet of that night was to us

1most sepulchral, after the long period

of constant oise, e left Brancourt

Iearly and marched through a heavy rain to Bellicourt, vhere 1o stayed overnight

an the cellars of the towm. 4% Bellicourt we had o fine opportunity to in-

ﬂmct the canal and the famous tunnel, thro

ugh which the canal runs underground
‘ o
-W'VendU1lle. Ve also explored ths neighboring portions of

the Vlnfenburr line
:"th its masses of wire,

On Wednesday we hilked to Herviliy and stayed in the same camp vwe had ceccu-

ped °R our way to the line and on Th

ursday we went to Roisel hearby to take a
i, * B -4 s
rain still further to the rear. Late in the afternoon, as we sat waiting by

he 't ; : .
. tracks in Roisel, we saw a large black cloud of smoke shoot up from the road-
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bad., We soon discovered that a German delayed action mine had torn up the
trecks upon which our train was to have been run. The mine, which must have been
placed several weeks before, killed two men on a passing water-wagon, but did

“little othor damege except to the rails and to the ground immediately around the

explosion.

After dark we were marched to Tincourt. There we again waited by the

‘reilwey for a train but the mine explosion had evidently left a large number of

 cars on the other side of the break for no box-cars came for us. It was not

‘feasible for us to camp or bivouac for the night, as our train was expected mo-

‘mentarily, v It was a cold evening and we displayed our feeling toward the Hun

by building several bonfires by which to warm ourselves, This night our offi-

‘éfé did not warn us that enemy airmen might interfere with our comfort. Every-

‘one seemed to show & feeling of contempt for "Jerry" and so we burned everything

-inzsight until five o'elock in the morrning when the train arrived and took us off,
From October 17th on we suffered but four casualties. Private Alex-
ﬁhdér Ackerman of our transport was wounded by & shell while returning on his

Horse to the orchard after the barrage on the morning ¢f the Selle River attack,

Cd?poral Frank Jefferson suffered from the severe gas attacl we received just be-
féfefieaving the orchard, the canister of his gas-mask having been punctured
§?¥§'shell fragment and rendered useless. He insisted upon steying with the com-
Péw;ﬁntil evening, but by that time the gas had rendered hinm quite.ﬁnable t; g0
¢@g“ﬂPrivate Edward J. Daly received a shell wound in the foot on the morning of:
Oéﬂégér 18th in Arbre Gﬁernon and was sent to the rear. Private Edward J,
Raﬁﬁk was also wounded by high~explosive on that day, while Private John J,
IXEQ%rthy was hit on October 19th at Jonc de Mer Ridge. fone of these wounds

Praved serious.
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THE END OF THE WAR AND OUR JOURNEY HOME

The train journey that began at Tincourt eafly on the morning of October
25th, took us definitely out of the battle area for the last time. We were to
have no further audible evidence of the war. We had listened to the guns of a
' barrage far 6ff, the night we spent in the uncovered cellars of Bellicourt on
our march from the line and we had heard the mine explode at the Roisel railhead

but these warlike manifestations were the last that were to come to our ears.

Qur train crept slowly down the Somme valley and at two in the afternoon we de-

treined at Corbie, & fair sized town about ten miles east of Amiens.

We hoped as we formed up to march off from the tracks, that at last our

" destination had been yeached and that our billets were to be in the town. But

_ our march took us straight through the city, and before we could quite realize

it, we were off on a dusty country road that skirted the Somme river and led us

_ still farther eastward.

The day wes guite warm, and after a three mile hike we arrived at Vaux-

- sur-Somme, where the entire 105th Machine Gun Battalion was to be located. Our

. billets were houses this time and we had "carte blanche" in selecting them, for

the little town was literally empty of civilians,. The buildings were all more

or less damaged, but they provided roofs over our heads, end we found many use-

jfful articles in this deserted village. This section had all been violently

:_fought over in August. Just across the Scmme from us was the little village

- of Vaire and famous Vaire Wood and not far off lay the Villers-Bretonneux

"~ plateau and Hemel where the Americans of the Thirty-third Division made their

:j fine push on July 4th.

Te were rather out of it for recreation up there in Vaux, as the place

" had been too recently in the midst of things to have any estaminets or places

to buy food. Cur Y. M. C. A. canteen soon opened and sold biscuits, choco-

-« 'late and cigarettes. Our amusements, however, had to be found in Corbie,
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. which while terribly battered seemed to have a remarkable number of returned civ-

ilien inhabitants, Division Headgquarters was located in Corbis and so we went

, there to be cleaned up &t the divisional baths, And there we saw again the div-

. isional show with an entirely new vaudeville program, The performance was splen-

+did and everyone thoroughly enjoyed it, The theatripal troupe had gone to a

great deal of trouble in improvising costumes and scenery. They had also fixed up

& sort of indoor theatre as the weather was now too cold for an outdoor show,

On our first Sunday in Vaux, a memorial service

was conducted by Chaplain

-Bass of our battalion in the deserted village church for the dead of our four com-

.penies. On November 4th end 6th a corps meet was held near Corbie with all kinds

of track, boxing and riding events., In this meet the Twenty-seventh Division won

over the Thirtieth,

Sundey, November 10th, was set aside for a divisional review which was held

near Corbie. General Read, the Corps Commander, reviewed the division with Gen-

eral O'Ryan the entire division having been assembled from thpoughout the whole
: yan, : g ZOUg

. Corbie area,

During our stay in Vaux leaves were obtained for the men, many of them goi)
Y s ’ Y EO11g

to 8t. llelo, a resort on the coast of Brit

tany, where an American leave centre had

i
been established for scldiers of the AEF. Some others went to London on

"king 's leave" given us through the British. Other men who did not obtain fur-

“i loughs at this time were able to get to Amiens for week-end passes and to inspect
~ Yhis French city which had become thoroughly British

from the long occupation by

S0 many English soldiers, Amiens was the ancient capital of Picardy and

18 now

he capital of the French Department of the Somme. The city has a normal popula=-

t of nearly ninety thousand and therefore afforded men worn out from line work

"R genuine paradise of diversion and recreation., But many of us had to walk the

ire distance from Vaux to Amiens since lorries were scarce along that route,
flhe hich roagd through Corbie to this entrancing city is like one of the
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wheel with Amiens the hub, for there are roads from all sides into the city,

.We saw the famous cathedral there. lMuch of its beauty was hidden by protective

sand bags and the stained-glass windows had been removed to safety, but scarcely

;a man visited this venerable place without making a pilgrimage to its monumental

‘church.
Throughout the early part of our sojourn in the Corbie area, -a great deal of
interest was taken in the Daily Mail and the news it brought of the armistice which

was being discussed. In Vaux we were so far back from the line that we could not

hear the guns and at the same time we were so far forward of inhebited areas that

ﬁhe.papers did not reach us until evening. Consequently, it was after dark on

the great day - November 1llth = when word came telling us that the Armistice had

actually been signed. There was, of course, much rejoicing in our realization

that the war was really over, but it was of a subdued nature in Company A, there

eing a feeling that the news was almost too geod to be true, And then Army

rders had been read to us to impress upon us that it was only an Armistice and

“that hostilities could be resumed. As time went on, however, it became certain

hat there would be no more fighting, and as the leaves had fallen and the weather

ecome cold, we silently congratulated ourselves.

Shortly after the Armistice, arrangenents were completed for the turning in

=0f our guns, and after this had been accomplished our duties consisted only of

ﬁpfantry drill and hiking. On Honday, November 25th, the entire battalion left

.?Hux and marched to Corbie where they entrained for the Lelfans area, southwest of

?aris, arriving in Montfort on November 27th. Division Headquarters was located

?YMontfort and our billets were in Le Briel, five kilos distant. Inmediately

af ; .
&ter our arrival in the new area large numbers of replacement troops came to us,

Qmse men had been scheduled to reach us in time for our next trip to the line

&
A to £i11 the many vacancies lefi by casualties recelved in action. The
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Armistice prevented further line work on our part but the replacement group was

nevertheless sent to us, The company billet in Le Briel was by far the most

comfortable we had yet occupied, The company had en entire double house and

made use of it all, the overflow going to a couple of cellars about the tovm,

Even these cellars were quite habitable compared with some of our previous quar-

ters. While in Le Brisel, all furloughs were cancelled on account of the proba-

bility of our leaving for a port of embarkation at almost any moment, Our ar-

rivel in Le Briel marked our official "entres" into the American area and our

rTeintroduction to American rations.,

Cur Christmas was spent in Le Briel and most of the men attended midnight

‘mass in the village church. At three o'clock that afterncon the company dinner

was held, It was a real feast and although eaten from mess-kits was the most

elaborate meal any of us had partaken of in Frence. Even those of us who had
been lucky enough to steal into Paris had not had our epicurean tastes so

pleased. The company fund and the generosity of the officers made the sumptu-

ous menu and the turkeys possible, The American service men in the village

 made contributions and had a Christmas tree party for the French children.

.;I On Friday, December 27th, we marched eway from this clean little town and
Erévelled about twelve kilos to Le Luart. Our battalion had shered the towm
of Le Briel with a battalion of the 108th Infantry, but in Le Luart, which was
ﬁﬁch smaller, we were the only troops. In fact the town could accommodates

4 only two companies, and Company B had to be located at Vouvray and Company C at

'Sbeaux. Battalion Headquarters was established at Le Luart with Companies

“5 A ang p,
In Le Luart, the company billet was again a house, although not as comfort-
" 8ble a5 the one we had occupied in Le Briel. TWhen we arrived in the itowm

i-Permission was given for the men to live in the houses of civilians if they
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could obtain accommodations, and as many of them as were able to find rooms took
advantage of this opportunity to enjoy sleeping in a real bed. We remained in

Le Luart nearly two months. Despite its being the dead of winter, the climate
but very litile severe weather., Such an open winter would be considered very

remarkable in the States.

At Le Luart our time was given over to hiking, soccer and baseball games

and reviews and inspections.: First we would go through an inspection of all

equipment and then a review would be scheduled and then another inspection -
perhaps by a group of visiting officers from S. O, S. Headquarters who came to
see if we were ready and properly equipped to return homs. A company bath was
sot up in a former butcher shop in the town and all of the men repeated maﬂy
times a cleansing process designed to rid us and our clothing of our little com-
panions - the cooties.

The two hotels of the village were crowded with our séldiers every night
during our long stay there. Many of us often journeyed to neighboring towns,
notably St. Maxient and Lavare, in search of a slight change of cuisine.

A number of battalion reviews were held in the grounds of the chateau of
the Marquis de Le Luart. At one of these on January 3rd, the Division Commander,
Major-General O'Ryan, inspected the battalion and pronounced us the best machine
gun battalion in the division. There had been competitions throughout the
division and one machine gun battalion and one infantry regiment were to be
chosen to compete against the Thirtieth Division in a sort of intra-corps
contest. These competitions were inaugurated as a stimulus to keep the men up
to scratch at a time when they might easily have slipped into a slovenly manner
of soldiering. Our battalion was chosen as the premier machine gun outf;t in

General O'Ryan's command, but the competition with our sister division never

actually took place, due to our sailing orders which came through in February.:
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On January 22hd, a review of the entire Twenty-seventh Division was held at
Belgian Camp iﬁ the town of Champagne, not far from Le lans., This reviwg was
given for General Pershing, the Commander-in-Chief of the Americen Expeditionary
Forces. General Pershing passed through each rank as the men were lined up and
inspected each soldier individually, Occasionally he stopped and questioned a
man, He asked one where he had received his wound stripe, and the soldier, in
embarrassment, blurted out "In Le Mans, sir, for two frencs, fifty", After the
inspection the division passed in review and made a very impressive showing.

While we were stationed in this ares, many of the men spent week-ends in

-Lé Mans and visited the interesting placss in that city. Some of the more

‘daring members of our company threw caution to the winds and braved the Hilitary

Police in Paris. A legitimate leave to the capital of France was an impossi-

bility, as every man who had attempted to obtain one discovered. Latterly the

en simply arranged their trips to and from leave areas in a way to get into

Paris or else they obtained week-end passes to Le lans, taking the train in the
.other direction, Many of the men who had been wounded or who had been away on

-account of illness returned to the company before we left Le Luart

It was on February 19th, after three months of dailyv rumors concerning our
¥ s y

‘division's sailing date, that we actually began our journey toward the port of

embarkation, Our packs were carried in lorries when we left Le Luart behind,

and we ourselves marched to Champagne where we entrained at five o'clock that

-8fternoon, The cars we occupied were American made snd were consiructed of

Stesl,  They were much finer in every respect then the "40 hormes cayr we had
‘been accustomed to.

Our trein journeyed steadily up the coast of Brittany and we detrained at

" ] A " . . . 3 A
BFest in the Department Finistere, Our company partool of a meal in a mese

3hack near the tracks and then started our march to the barracks, This time vwe
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had no lorries to carry our packs. - After a tough hike up several steep hills

and over muddy roads we reached Pontanezon (emp at 2,45 A,M. and put up for what
was left of the night in large army tents similar to the ones we had used at Camp

TWaedsworth. TWe were confined strictly to quartefs while in Brest and again under-

went innumerable inspections and a cold "cootie-destroying" bath at three o'clock

one morning.
On Wednesday, February 24th, five days after our arrival in Brest, we

left our chilly tents and took the road which led into the city itself. It was

‘late afternoon when we got to the docks and we were unable to board the transport

n account of low tide. We therefore obtained cots and spent the night on the

‘covered pier just beside the Red Cross Hut. We took supper and breekfast at the

‘seme mess-shack where we had eaten the night we detrained. A great many of the

:ﬁmn did not go to bed at all but passed their time in the hut, playing cards,
listening to some soldier pienist or talking to the only American girls they had

seen in months. One of the young women there tried to arrange a little dance

for us but nearly all of the men seemed quite stumped when it came to dancing in

.their heavy trench shoes. It was such a long time since any of us had done so,

‘that embarrassment overceame all but two or three, The hut never closed and the

igirls were on duty all night, working in regular shifts. Qur last night on

E'ijfenoh soil was one of theé most enjoyable we had spent since leaving home,
Doughnuts and coffee were served at regular intervals and there was a real
"flééfamble to get into line each time refreshments were announced.

In the morning as we boarded the lightefs, our Red Cross friends stood

:“én-the side lines and waved adieu. The lighters took us out to the ship that

Ty a 3 .
"as Yo carry us home, For once the rumors we had been hearing were correct and

Fﬁ'fcund ourselves being transferred from the small boaits to the great Leviathen,

-L-...._
Qmilargest ship afloat. The transport was formerly the German passenger ship




“Vaterland and had been sesized when our country -enteresd the war., After twenty-

. four hours aboard we were assigned to guarters on F deck, the men in the mean-

time sleeping wherever they could,

The next afternoon, Wednesday, February 26th, at two o'clock the Levia=

<than sailed end left the harbor of Brest and tho coast of France behiﬁd. On

‘this trip the big ship carried ebout 13,000 men, 1nclud1ng, beside our battalion,

:the commending officer of the division, General O'Ryan, the divisional headquar-

ers ocutfits, the 106th and the 107th Infantry Regiments,

The trip to New York was a very pleasant one. Our quarters were clean

ﬁd light and the two meals a day which we enjoyed vere excellent, The trip
és quite a contrast in every way to our journey over in lay, Several members

{f .our company, however, suffered from attacks of influenza and were laid up in

Hw sick-bay on board the Shlp. One of the men, Private Thomas P. Kenny, who

nad been gassed on September 29th in the Hindenburg Line Battle, and who had

Iiater returned to the company, contracted a bad case and died on the trip, The
ﬁﬁdy was ‘taken back with us to New York. There were several other deaths
'?_from-tho same cause among the men on board, It seemed rather a strange fate
fﬂgi;preserved these men throughout their stay in Europe and in the battles our
fj_@iv%sions fought in, and then sent them "west" when they were almost within
>éééht'of Americe on their homeward journey.

o We reached New York on Thursday, March 6th, eight days after weighing
_?ﬁhdf at Brests The morning we came into port, the temperature took a

i dééided drop but all of us forgot how cold it was as we stood on deck to await

ﬁbjﬂw greetings of the metropolis, It seemed as if the entire city had come

;ﬂﬁ the bay to welcome us home. There was gmall craft on ell sides, fairly

With men and wemen wa ving frantically to us, Ferryboats had been tzken
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wait until we docked, Tug boats swarmed around and practically every kind of

craft was in evidencs except a canoce, Paper was being strewn from high windows

in the office buildings of lower New York &8 we passed and flags were waving

- everyvhere, At 11,30 the great ship docked at her pier in Hoboken,

The detall of policing the transport after the departure of the troops

~-fell to our company, We therefore remained an board after the others had de-

arted and as our Job took up the entire afternoon, we did not get away from the
pler until about eight o'clock

in the evening. A tug transported us from

“Hoboken to Long Island City, where we waited nearly four hours for the train that

carrled us to Camp Mills at Garden City. TWe reached our barracks at three in

the morning and were asleep shortly after, We were quite tired and therefore

Wére allowed to sleep late. We awoks to find ourselves strictly confined to

qﬁarters. Many of us ran the risk of being punished by disregarding this con-

flnement order and visiting the Hostess and Vieitors' houses to see our families,

dther cleansing process had to be gone through before we could get a clean

lblll of health and permission +to leave the company street, This took the form

. of. another official bath under the supervision of competent delousing experts

onnected with camp headquarters, Like the "cootie-ridding" bath in Brest, it

chrred at a rather unfortunate hour for us, We arose at 2,45 the morning

fféf.qur day of confinement, and marched to the cemp baths to be deloused once

LIt gust not be assumed that we still were burdened with cooties, but

ﬁebath Was a part of the system and had to be undergone.

It was arranged while at Cemp Mills that half of the company should be

‘ntuss 8t one time - the other half

‘.&bm ‘lived in and about New York, & chance to get home,

to remain in camp. This geve the men, most

The city was a gala

M&ce CUrlng these days., When our battalion as a unit reached New York the

ybefore the divisional homecoming parade, we were met by

the depot troops of

3
?mdron A and escorted up Fifth Avenue to the Squadron Armory. We had been




at Camp Iills for over two weeks but this was our official'retufn,to our own

armory and so a sort of "en famille" reception and welcome were given us there.

- this interesting playvheld her soldier audience completely enraptured.
| The next day, March 26th, the divisional parade was held. The men
‘had all slept in the armory and we lef't early to go downtown, for this time we
Lwere to.march up the Avenue to signify our return. In the farewell parade we
had marched down Fifth Avenue.

From the time we flrst saw New York from the deck of the Leviathan,
our welcome had been continual and most sponﬁaneous and Vhole-hearted. But at
the parade the enthusiasm of the people could not seem to hold itself within
bounds. They cheered and yelled for us and swarmed over the street so that it
~ was impossible for us to march. Our company, as well as other units, was EOm-
pelled to march in column of squads as far up as Thirty-fifth Street before
there was room to deploy into the column of platoons that had been intended to
bs used in the parade. A great honor was gonferred upon our company that day,
Sergeant Reidar Waaler, wgo hed won the Congressional ifedal of Honor for bravery
at the Hindenburg Line; was chosen to cut the cord that stretched under the Arch
at Madison Square. This ceremony signified the official beginning of the great
Procession, and immediately after the cord had been cut the troops passed under
this arch of triumph and on up the Avenue. Every grandstand was Jarmed with
spectators and the Avenue itself was lined with then, Every window along the
route and every inch of space on the sidewalks was filled from Washington Square

to One hundred and tenth Street, where the parade ended and vhere General 0 'Ryan

revieved his division for the last time,

Our battalion turned east at this point, and after reaching Park Avenue

took that thoroughfare to the Squadron Armory.  That evening the hotels of the
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city were entertaining the men, just as the theatres had done the day before.

bur company was teken to the Plaza, where we were the city's guests at dinner.

ﬁe passed that night in the armory again and the next morning left for Camp-Upton

1o be mustered out of service. The necessary turning in of equipment, medical

inspections and other duties took about a week,

On Tuesday, April lst, at one in the afternoon, the company was formed up,

in front of the barracks for the last time,. The men were marched to the.camp

ymaster's office where their honorable discharses and their final pav were
ym & pay

ven them, A train was waiting at the camp station and as each man came out of

ﬁhé peymaster's office he walked over toward the tracks and gotfgboard;_ The

t:ip into the city\was like many other railroad journeys we had talken together.

gfd and dice games were going on and there was the usual rough~housing and

fowing of things. The train took us to the Pemnsylvenia Station in New York,

hére hasty good-byes were said and the men went out into the city just as they

ad many times before when coming to townm on pass from Camp 1lfills, But this

ine. they were not to return and though officially Company A ceased to be after

Hé_iast man had been handed his discharge at Camp Upton it rather seened that

‘the actual ~ though unceremonious - passing of the company took place in that

tion, when the men scattered throughout the city for this "Last Pass.”




IN MEMORTIANL

——

Lawrence T, Ballard
George 0, S. Carr
Harold W, Chestnut
Edwerd £, Day
Thomas P. Kenny
Henry T. liohr

Eugene J, Murphy
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DECORATIONS

Hedal of Honor

pritish Distinguished Conduct liedal

French Croix de Guerre with Palm

Montenegrin Medaille pour La Bravoure Militaire

: REIDAR WAALER Sergeant, Company A, 105th llachine Gun Battalion.

For conspicuous gallaﬂtry and intrepidity above and beyond the call of duty in
action with the enemy near Ronssoy, France, September 27, 1918, In the face of
eavy artillery and machine-gun fire, he crawled forward to a burning British
tank in which some of the crew were imprisoned, and succeeded in rescuing two

. Although the tank was then burning fiercely and contained smmunition

which was likely to explode at any time, this soldier immediately returned to

the tank, and entering it, made a search for the other occupants, remaining until
e satisfied himself that there were no more living men in the tank. Residence
at enlistment: 104 West 96th Street, New York, N.Y.

DIVISIONAL CITATIONS

: CAPTAIN LUCIUS H. BIGLOW, 105th llachine Gun Battalion S$,0.49

or aggressive leadership and courage in pushing the machine guns of his company
orwvard during the battle of Le Selle River and the subsequent engagements east
f7'Arbre Guernon, France, October 17-20, 1918,

CAPTAIN LUCIUS H. BIGLOW, 105th liachine Gun Battalion S.0.49

or exceptional courage and efficiency in leadership while in commend of a
ompany of his battalion in maintaining barrage fire, during which time many
f his men were killed or wounded.

FIRST LIEUTENANT WILLIAIl C, BARTHIIAN, 105th llachine Cun Battalion
S.0,86 '

tor exceptional courage, aggressiveness and qualitiss of lsadership displayed

during the battle of Vlerstraat Ridge, near Dickebusch, Belzium, Auzust 31-

September 2, 1918, and in the battle of Le Selle River, France, October 17, 1918,

In both ocoasions Lieutenant Barthman'®s disregard for personal safety set an

Nspiring example to the soldiers of his command.

FIRST LIEUTEMANT JOSEPH F, COOK, 105th lLlechine Gun Battalion 5,0, 86
For exceptional courage, determination and qualities of leadership displaysd
qrouohout all the operations of the division in Belzgium and France, particular-
'ly during the batile of the Hindenburg Line, Septembsr 27-29, 1918, and in
A3%ing personal reconnaissance under heuvy enemy fire during the battle of Le
r°¢lle River, France, October 17-20, 1918.
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SECOND LIEUTENANT HAROLD L., DOWNEY, 105th Machine Gun Battelion S.0. 86
For exceptional courage, aggressiveness and qualities of leadership displayed
throughout all the operations of the division in Belgium and France, and by his
disregard for personal safety, setting an inspiring example to the soldiers

under his command.

SECOND LIEUTENANT HARRY B. JENNINGS, 105th Machine Gun Battalion S,0:86
For exceptional coursge and qualities of leadership displayed throughout all the
operations of the division in Belgium and France, September 27-29, 1918, and in
making personal reconnaissance under heavy enemy fire during the battle of

Le Selle River, France, October 17-20, 1918.
SERGEANT FREDERICK A. ADLER (1209212), Company A, 105th llachine Gun

. Battalion 3.0. 86
Por leadership, zeal and courage while acting as Platoon Sergeant in the
Dickebusch Sector in Belgium, August 1918, and during the battle of the Hin-

denburg Line, September, 1918.

SERGEANT MORTON D. ALLAN (1209213) Company A, 105th Machine Gun
Bettalion 5.0,86

For exceptional courage end determination during the battle of the Hindenburg
ne while in command of a gun team. Although gassed on September 26th, he
remained at his gun until he collapsed on September 29, 1918.

SERGEANT JOHN H. HALPIN (1209184), Company A, 105th lfachine Gun
Battalion 5,0.86

For leadership, zeal and courage while acting as Platoon Sergeant in the
Dickebusch Sector in Belgium, August, 1918, and during the battle of the
Hindenburg Line, September, 1918. In the latter operation when wounded he

tefused to be evacuated till wounded the second time.

SERGEANT LAWRENCE LI. HUNTER (120919C), Company A, 105th liachine Gun
Battalion S.0.86

For courags and determination while acting as company range finder during oper-
ations in Belgium and France, and in evacuating the wounded under heavy fire,

“the battle of the Hindenburg Line.

' SERGEANT. CHESTER M. MENEWDEZ (1200107), Company A, 106th Machine Gun
' Battalion $.0.86

m.F’f"le_adership, courage and determination while acting as platoon sergeant
during the battle of Le Selle River, October 17, 1818.

SERGEANT MATTHEW J, SHEVLIN (1209198), Company A, 105th Machine Gun
Battalion 5.0.86

}FQ?'leadership, courage and determination while acting as sesction sergeant
'-@”ﬁng all operations in which the battalion was engaged in Belgium and France.
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SERGEANT PAUL T. SIUPSON (1203194), Company A, 105th Machine Gun

Battalion S.0.86
or leadership, zeal and courage while acting as a platoon leader during all
attles and engegements in which his platoon took part. -

STABLE SERGEANT CHARLES E. PAINE (1209301), Company A, 105th Mechine . .,
Gun Battalion S.0. 26

For courage, determination and leadership repeatedly demonstrated in battle both
in Belgium and in France. This soldier always commanded the transport of his
ompany without regard to fatigue or enemy fire, His resourcefulness overceme
11 obstecles and the transport, even under most difficult battle conditions,

maintained connection with the company. .

CORPORAL FRANCIS X, ARNOLD (1209214), Company A, 105th Machine Gun
Battalion S.0.86

or leadership, courage and determination as squad leader and in aiding in the
escue of two men from & burning tank during operations against the Hindenburg

‘Line, September 27, 1918.

CORPORAL FRANK JEFFERSON (1209200), Compeny A, 105th lMachine Gun
Battalion 5.0.86

or leadership and courage while acting as Section Sergeant during the attack
‘against the Hindenburg Line, September 27-28, 1918.

CORPORAL WILLIAM C. MARTENS (1209236), Company A, 105th Machine Gun
Battalion $.0.88

For courage and determination as platoon runner in carrying messages under
‘heavy fire in the Dickebusch sector, Belgium, and at Jonc de ler Farm,

ctober 19-20, 1918.

MECHANIC JOHH P. MAHER (1209203), Company A, 1065th Machine Gun

iy Battalion 3,0.86
For courage and determination in aiding in the rescue of two men from &

urning tank during opevations against the Hindenburg Line, September 27, 1918.

PRIVATE, FIRST CLASS, WORMAN K, EYPPER (1209222), Company A, 106th
ilachine Gun Battalion 8.0,49

s For great courage and determination in carrying important battle messages under

| heavy enemy fire. This in the baettle of the-Hindenburg Line, September 27, 1918s

PRIVATE, FIRST CLASS, DANTEL H. UERRITT (1209238), Company A, 1056%
Mechine Gun Battalion, S.0.26
he vicinity of Lit. Kemmel, Belgium, fugust

For courage and determination in t
tween units of his

LJ¢1918, in maintaining cormunication under heavy fire be
oo -sommand.
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PRIVATE, FIRST CLASS, DANIEL H. MERRITT (1209238), Company A, 106th
lMachine Gun Battalion, S.0,28

or gallentry in the ettack on the Hindenburg Line, September 27, 1918, in refus-
ng aid after being srounded until two other soldiers more seriously wounded had

sen cared for.

FRIVATE, FIRST CLASS, HARRY 3, SIMONSON (1209247), Company A, 105th
Machine Gun Battalion S.0.,49

;r courage and devotion to duty on the night of October 16, 1918, in locating
der heavy shell fire and gas concentration the units of his battalion for the
urpose of delivering important message in connection with the attack for the

511 owing morning.

PRIVATE JOSEPH G. BABIN (1209215), Company A, 106th Machine Gun
Battalion 5,0.,48

For courage and determination in carrying an important message under heavy enemy
o1l fire and gas concentration. This in the Dickebusch Lake sector near Mt.

mel, Belgium, August 30, 1918.

PRIVATE EDWARD A. DAY (1209270), Compeny A, 105th Machine Gun Battalion
(deceased) S.0.33

conspicuous courage and disregard of self in conducting a wounded comrads to
rear under heavy enemy fire and promptly returning to his position in the
elt £illing stetion, at which place he was killed by shell fire. This in the
battle of the Hindenburg Line, France, September 27, 1918.

PRIVATE STANLEY G. WOOD (1209313), 105th Machine Gun Battalion 5.0.86
meritorious service, courage and devotion to duty in edministering aid to
vounded in first aid stations and casualty clearing stations, during the opera-

ons of the division in France.
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CASULLTIES IN THE COLIPANY

——— ——— - —

Name Rank Date ‘Nature Disposition
ckerman, Alexander Pvt. | Cets 17 H.E.” bropped
llen, lorton B. Cpl. Sept 29 Gas Returned
rnold, Francis X. Cpla Sept 27 G.S.V. Returned
llard, Lawrence T. Prt 1 cl Sept 29 Shrap. Died of wounds

Octel
gcker, Edmond W. Pvt 1 el Sept 27 H.E. Dropped
oks, Arthur J. Pvt. Sept 27 H.E.  Dropped
urgs, Thomas L. Prt. Sept 27 H.E. Returned
Pvt. Sept 27 H.E, Died of wounds
Cpl. fug. 31 G.S.W. Dropped
Prt 1 cl Sept 27 H.E. Killed
Pt Sept 28 H.E. Returned
Pvi Oct 18 H.E. Returned
Pvt Sept 27 H.E. Killed
Cpl Sept 29 Ges Returned
Pt Sept 27 H.E« Dropped
Pvt 1 cl Sept 27 Gas Returned
Pvt Sept 27 G.S.W. Dropped
Pvt Sept 28 Gas Returned
_ Sgt Sept 27 I.E. Dropped
M@;é: David R. Cpl Sept 29 Gas Returned
?mﬁbé£§, Bruce C. Cpl Sept 27 H.E. Returned
< ] vt Sept 27 G.5.W. Dropped
 €%; George Pvt 1 cl Sept 27 H.E, Dropped
:@i?fﬁén, Frank Cpl Oct. 18 Geas Rsturned

Mson Charles H.,drs  Pvt Sept 28 Gas Returned




Nature Disposition
;thson, Frederick T. ovt Sept 28 Gas Returned
Ene, John J, Pvt Sept 27 G.5.7q Refurned
sarns, Frank /A, ' Cpl Sept 27 G.3.W. Returned
Kenny, Joséph J. Pvt Sept 29 Gas Returned
énny, Thomas P, Pvt Sept 27 Gas Returned
ralinger, Henry A. Pvt Sept 29 Gas Returned
ahey, John J, Pvt fug. 31 Gas Returned
éy, Charles J, Pvt 1 el Sept 29 Gas Returned
McCarthy, John J. Pvt 1 cl Oct. 19 H.E. Returned
licDonald, Bart R, Pvt Sept 28 Gas Returned
licDonald, Harry F. Pvt Sept 27 H.E. Returned
1_¢Hugh, David P, Pvt séPt 29 Gas Returned
Lﬁcaulay, Frank A, Cpl Sept 27 H.E. Returned
lacklin, John F. vt Sept 27 H.E. Dropped
éeker, Dayton B. Pvt 1 el Sept 28 Gas Returned
_.erritl-t., Daniel H, Pvt 1 ol Sept -27 H.E, Returned
ohr, Henry T. Brt Sept 27 H.E. Killed
69ney, George J. Pvt Sept 27 H.E. Dropped
'Eu;phy, Eugene J. jgad Sept 27 H.E. Xilled
:bham, Lewis C, Pvt 1 cl Sept 28 Gas Returned
am, Fred H. - Pvt Sept 27 H.E. Dropped
Rﬁéick, Edward J. . Pvt Cet, 18 H.E. Returned
jﬁinhardt, Clarence R. Sgt Sept 29 Shrap Dropped
Pvt 1 ¢l Sept 29 Gas Dropped
iag Sept 28 Gas Returned
Pvt 1 el - Sept 27 H.E, Returned
Cook Sept 30 Gas Returned




Disposition

Date Nature
3tarck, Walter A, Pvi Aug, 31 G.S.W,
Van Derveer, Frank G. less Sgt, Sept 30 Gas

itehead, Allyn G, Pvt 1 C1 Sept 27 H.E,

NOTE: H.E, - High Explosive
G.5.W, = Gun Shot Wound
Shrap ~ Shrapnel

Returned

Returned

Dropped
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COLPLETE LIST OF JEIBERS OF COUPANY A, 105 i, G. B.
WITH THEIR HIGHEST RANKS

FfICERS

Captain Albert W, Putnam « Tfd - Feb. 22, 1918 - Cavalry,
" L. Horatio Biglow, Jr. ~ Honorably discharged Apr..l; 1919.

First Lieut. A, Cempbell Smidt - Tfd Feb. 16, 1918 - 309th Cavalry,

Jo Fahys Cook - Honorably discharged Apr, 1, 1919.

William C. Barthman - " " e o

éarold L. Dowmey = ¥ " o &0

Edward S. Flash, Jr. (temporary assignment)

Frederick W. Wurster - Tfd. Apr. 10, 1918 - 304th Cavalry.

Harry B. Jennings - Honorably discherged Apr., 1, 1919,
Thomes U, lladigan (temporary assigmment) -

Harry H. Powers~ Tfd. July 22, 1918, 89th Division.
William Qs Upjohn - Tfd. Apr. 27, 1918 - Casual Detach.

“ENLISTED UEN

Ackerman, Alexander, Pvt - Wounded Oct. 17, 1918 - Hospital.

Adler, Frederick A,, Sgt - H.D, = fApr. 1, 1919,

Ahern, lirurice L., Cpl - Tfd. Apr. 20, 1918 -~ 105th F. &,

Allen, llorton B., Sgt - Gassed Sept. 29, 1918 ~ H.D, Apr. i, 1219,
Arnold, Frané{s’x., Cpl - Wounded Sept. 27, 1918 - H.D, Apr. 1, 1919,
Austin, Charleé-A., Pvt - Tfd.

Babin, Joseph G., Pvt. 1lst Cl = Tfd Sept. 30, 1918 - H.Q. II Corps.
Bagnasce, Peter, J., Pvt. lst Cl = H.ﬁ. Apr. 1, 1919, |

Baker, Charles W., Cpl. - H,D, Apr. 1, 1919,

Baker, Normen A., Pvt - Tfd H. Q. Co.

Ballard, Lawrence T., Pvt - Died of wounds, @ct. 1, 1918,

Barbano, Louis J., Pvt. lst Cl - Tfd Feb., 23, 1918 - C.A. Cerps,

Barker, Wallace W., Pvt - Tfd. Jan. 9, 1918 -~ lst W.H, Inf.
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Barry, Thomas F., Pvt - H.D. Apr. 1, 1916,

Barth, Oscer W., Pvt - Tfd, Sept, 30, 1918, H.Q.II Corps.

Becker, Edmond W,, Pvt lst Cl -~ Wounded Sept. 27, 1918 - Hospital.
Bollman, Bdward B., Pvt lst Cl - Tfd Cemp Mills - Mar. 26, 1919.
Bleke, Joseph E., Pvt - Discharged Jan. &, 1918.

Blékeman, Philip S., Cpl - H.D, 4pr. 1, 1819.

Bossard, Tolfgeng D.K., Sgt - Tfd Jan. 9, 1918, 1§t N.H. Inf.
Bowen, Thomes F., Pvt - Tfd. Jan. 9, 1918 ~ 1st N.H. Infs
Bradford, Ferdinand V. - Sgt - HeD. Apr. 1, 1919.

Brooks, Arthur J., Pvt - Wounded Sept. 27, 1918 - Hospital.
Brostrom, Carl P., Pvt - 7fd H. Q. Co.

Burns, Thomas L., Pvt 1st Cl - Wounded Sept. 27, 1918, H. D. Apf. 15
Burton, Lester H., Pvt = H. D« Apre 1, 1919.

Bush, Howard D., Pvt = H. De Apr. 1, 1919,

Cahill, William, Pvt. 1lst Cl1 - H. D. Apr, 1, 1919,

Canady, Fred T = Pvt, - Tfd. Cemp Mills, Mer. 26, 1919.

Carr, George Cs S., Pvt ~ Died of wounds, Sept. 27, 1918,
Carraher, Wallace J., Cpl -~ Wounded, Aug. 31, 1918 - Hospital.
carter, John C., Pvt - Tfd Camp Mills Mer, 26, 1919.

Carter, Kenneth F., Pvt - Tfd Mar, 31, 1919 - 152d Depot Brigade.
Chestnut, Harold W., Pvt lst Cl = Killed in action Sept, 27, 1919.
Chirgwin, Williem J., Cpl - Tfd - Jan. 21, 1919 - 106%h Inf.
Clepp, Herbert M., Pvt ~ Tfd Jan. 28, 1918 - Motor Mech. Regt.
Clapp, Parmly S., Jr., Pvt 1st €1 - Tfd Dec. 1918.

Clay, William M., Pvt - H. D. Apre. 1, 1919.

Clyatt, Robert A., Pvit lst 01 - Tfd Cemp Mills ier. 26, 1919.
Cobb, Frederick P., Pvt - H. D. Apre 1, 1919.I

Collins, John V., Pvt - Tfd H. Q. Co.

1019,
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Conley, William J., Pvt - H. D. dpr. 1, 1919.
Conlon, John, Mech - H, D, ipr. 1, 1919.
Conroy, Cerl W., Pvt lst Cl1 - H. D. dpr. 1, 1919,

Consorty, Murell H., Cpl. - Tfd lar. 31, 1919 - 152d Depot Brigade.
Cullen,.Williava., Pvt - Tfd Nov., 14, 1917 - Retd 147th N,Y. Inf.
Gubter, Henry P., Pvt = Wounded Sept. 28, 1918, H. D. Apr. 1, 1919.

Dal Palu, Gaetano, Pvt - H.D, Jan,. 5, 1918 - 8.C.D,

Daly, Edward J., Pvt. lst Cl = Tounded Oct. 18, 1918 - H.D. Apr. 1, 1919,
Devenport, loHarg, Opl - Tfd. Feb. 2, 1918 - 1024 ILP.
Davenport, Williem W., Jr. = Cpl - Gassed Sept. 29, 1918 - H.D.Apr. 1, 1919,
Dey, Edward 4., Pvt - Killed in action Sept. 27, 1918,
Dean, Stephen C., Pvt 1st Cl - H. D. Apr. 1, 1919.
Doss, Albert W., Pvt - Tfd Camp ifills, Mar. 26, 1919,
Duggan, Patrick J., Pvt = H.D. Dec. 3, 1917 - S.C.D.
Dunn, Walter W., Pvt 1lst Cl - Tfd lar. 19, 1918 ~ Hospital.
Dunne, John, Pvt - H.D. hpr. 1, 1919.
Durnan, James, Pvt - H.D., Apre 1, 1919.
Dwyer, John J., Pvt - Tounded Sept. 27, 1918 - Hospital.
Dykstra, Tjerk, Pvt - Tfd Cemp ills, lar. 26, 1919.
Ebenstein, Percivael A., Pvt - H. D. Apr. 1, 1910,
BEisnitz, Frederick, Pvt - H. D. Jon. 10, 1918, S5.C.D.
Ellard, Chester A., Cpl = Tfd Apr. 2, 1918 - C. A. Corps.
Elliott, Edwin D., Cpl - H. D. Apr. 1, 1919.
Embry, Clyde B., Pvt - Tfd Camp 1411s Mar, 26, 1910,
Enright, Deniel J., Pvt - H. D. Apr. 1, 1919,
Evatt, Duke E.W., Pvt - Tfd., Camp i1ills, Mar. 26, 1919.
Eyoper, Normsn K,, Pvt lst Cl - H.D. Apr. 1, 1910.

Fair, Thomaes A., Pvt - H.D. Dece 7, 1917 - S.C.D.
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Farnhem, Ward W,, 1st Sgt -'Commissioned, Mar, 19, 1918,

Faucher, JohnﬂC., Pvt - H.D. Apr. 1, 1919,

Fish, Rutgers; Pvt 1st Cl., - H.D, Jan. 10, 1918, s.c.D.
Fishbeck, Frederick C., Pvt = H. D. Apr, 1, 1019,

Fishel, Harry W., Pvt - Tfd Camp iMills, iar. 26, 1919,

Fisher, George, Pvt - Tfd Camp Ifills, lar., 26, 1919,

Fitzpatrick, James D., Pvt - TPd Cemp Mills, Mar, 26, 1919,
Fleming, Alphonse T., Sgt - H. D, Apr. 1, 1919,

 Follett, Walter B., Pvt - Tfd Nov. 23, 1917 - Q.lr, Corps.

Foody, Barrett, Sta, Sgt = Tfd June 13, 1918 - Replace.Organization.
Forbes, llaxwell H,, Pvt - Tfd Jan. 3, 1918, 106th F.A,

Forbes, Stanley C., Pvt - H.D. Dec. 3, 1617, S.C.D.

Frawley, Roger R., Pvt - H, D, Apte 2, 1919.;

Frazer, Walter J,, Pvt lst Cl - Gassed S;pt.'27, 1918 - H.D, Apr. 1,
Frey, Harry J., Pvt 1st Cl - H.D. Apr. 1, 1919,

Fries, Raymond G., Pvt - Tfd Nov. 14, 1917 - Retd 47th N.Y.Inf
Fuller, George B., Pvt - Tfd Camp ilills Mar, 26, 1919,

Fulton, Albert H., Pvt - Tfd Camp Mills Mar, 26, 1919,

Fyfe, William M., Pvt - Tfd Camp Mills, HMar. 26, 1919.

Garrison, John H., Pvt 1lst Cl - H, D, 4pr, 1, 1919,

Garvin, Charles A., Pvt - Wounded Septs 27, 1918 - Hospital,
Geary, Charles S., Pvt - H, D, Apre 1, 1919,

Gervéis, Wilfred, Pvt - Tfd Feb. 24, 1919 - Hospital,

Giacchetta, Tony, v - Tfd June 13, 1918 - Replace.Organization,
Glogau, William E,, Cpl = Tfd Feb. 4, 1918 - Avietion Section,
Gogulski, Casimir, Pvt - Tfd Camp Mills Mar, 26, 1919.

Guhl, William, Pvt -lGassed Sept, 28, 1918 - H, D. fpr, 1, 1913,

Carns Renlace

Guida, Arthur 8 Pvt -

1919,
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Hallk Charles W., Pvt lst Cl - Tfd Mar, 28, 1919 - Hospltal
Halpin, John H., Sgt - Wounded Sept. 27, 1918 - Hospital.
Henford, Walter L., Cook - H., D. Apro 1, 1919,
Hansen, George A., Pvt - H.D. Apre 1, 1919,

Harbison, Clarence E., Cpl - Tfd H.Q,Co.

Harford, Dav1d R., Cpl - Gassed Sept, 29, 1918 - H,D, Apr. 1, 1919,
Hargesheimer, Thomas J., Pvi = H.D. Apre. 1, 1919.
Harrigan, Thomas, Pvt = Tfd Nov. 14, 1917 - Retd 47th Inf.
Hertman, William J., Cook ~ H. D. Apr. 1, 1918,

Hay, Williem J., Sgt - Tfd Aprg.ZO, 1918; 105th F.A.
Haywerd, Laurence B., Pvt lst ¢l - H.D, Apr. 1, 1919,
Herron, Marshall R., Sgt -~ H.D. Apr. 1, 1919,

Hess, Richard I.C., Bugler = H;D. Apr. 1, 1910,

Hewitt, George D., Pvt = H, D. fpr. 1, 1919.

Hodgins, Thomas J., Saddler - H.D. Apr, 1, 1918.
Hofmeister, Frederick, Pvt lst Cl - H.D. Apr. 1, 1919.
Holmes, Axel H,, Pvt - Tfd Cemp Mills Mar. 26, 1919,
Howell, Francis W., Pvt lst Cl - H.D. &pr. 1, 1919,
Hubbard, Bruce C., Cpl - Wounded Sept. 27, 1918 - H,D. Apr. 1, 1919,
Hubbard, Leonard 8., Pvt 1lst Cl - H.D. Apra 1, 1919,

Hujus, Roy, Pvi = Wounded Sept. 27, 1918 - Hospital.

Hunter, Edward S., Cpl =~ H.D. Apr. 1, 1910.

Huﬁter, Lewrence M., Sgt - H.D. Apr. 1, 1919,

futchins, Charles B., Pvt - Tfd Apr. 29, 1918 - 102d Ammun, Train.
Innes, George, Pvt 1lst Cl - Wounded Sept. 27, 1918 - Hospital
Irelend, Harold, Pvt - H,D, Apr. 1, 1919

Jameson, Wylie B.k., Pvt - H.D. Dec. 28, 1917, S.C.D

Jefferson, Frank, Cpl - Gassed Cect. 17, 1918 - H.D, Apr. 1, 1919
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Johnson, Charles II,, Jr., Pvt - Gassed Sept, 28, 1918 ~ H,D.Apr. 1, 1919.
Johnson, Frederick T., Pvt =- Gessed Sept, 28, 1918 - H.D. 4pr. 1, 1919,
Jones, Harold C., Pvt - T4 - Apr. 29, 1918, 102d Ammun. Train,

Junco, Salvadore G., Pvt = Tfd July 10, 1918,

Kane, John J., Pvt = Wounded Sept. 27, 1918 - H,D, Apr. 1, 1919,

Kava, Reuben, Pvt -~ H,D, Apr. 1, 1919, |

Kevanaugh, Thomas F., Pvt - Tfd Aug, 13, 1918 - lotor Transport,
Kearns, Frank A., Cpl - Wounded Sept. 27, 1918 - H,D.Apr, 1, 1919,
Kearns, Harry G.,'Pvt - H.D. Apr. 1, 1919, '

Relly, Daniel J., Pvt - H.D. Dec. 5, 1917 ~ S.C.D.

Kelly, Francis J., Pvt - H.D. Apr, 1, 1919,

Kelly, Frank E., Pvt 1lst Cl1 = Tfd Apr. 24, 1918 - Inf.Unassigned,

Kelly, Joseph H., Pvt lst Cl - H.D, Apr. 1, 1919,

Kenny, Joseph J., Pvt - Gassed Sept. 29, 1918 - H.D, Apr. 1, 1919,

‘Kenny, Thomas P,, Pvt - Gassed Sept. 27, 1918 - Died llarch 3, 1919 -
Influenza,

King, Rufus J., Sgt - Tfd Apr. 20, 1918 - 105th F.A.

Kirwen, John 8., Pvt - Tfd Mar. 30, 1918 - 1024 1P,

Kivinen, Johannes F., Pvt - Tfd Camp l4ills lar, 26, 1919,

Klecak, Jerry, Pvt - H, D. liay 17, 1918, S.C.D.

Koenig, Herry E,, Pvt 1lst Cl - H.D, Apr, 1, 1919,
Konaszec, Waclaw E.,, Pvt = Tfd Camp ills Ifar. 26, 1919,
Kralinger, Henry A., Pvt - Gassed Sept. 29, 1918 - T#d Camp Mills
liar, 26, 1919,
Kugler, William E., Pvt - Tfd H.Q. Co.
Lahey, John J., Pvt - Gassed Aug. 31, 1918 - H. D. 4pr. 1, 1919,
Jre 5 Lamberson, Jemes H., Pvt lst C1 -~ H. D. Apr, 1, 1919.
Lenthier, Louis A., Supply Sgt - H. D. Apr. 1, 1919,

Lepienis, Joseph li,, Pvt - H,D, Jan. 14, 1918, S,C.D.

LaVerman, William D., Pvt - H.D, Apr. 1, 1919,
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Lavin, James M., Pvt - Tfd Apr. 28, 1918, Inf. unassigned.

Lay, Charles J., Pvt 1lst Cl - Gassed Sept. 29, 1918 - H.D. Apr. 1, 1919.
Leap, William J., Pvt - H.D. Apr. 1, 1918, .

Legler, Arthur H.,, Pvt - Tfd Camp Mills Mar. 26, 1919,

Le Grasse, Raymond, Pvt., Tfd Lpr. 26, 1918 - 304th Cavalry.

Leigh, Douglas B,, Pvi - Tfd H.Q.Co.

Leigh, Thomas, Pvt - H.D. Apr. 1, 1919.

Leonard, Lawrence C., Pvt - Tfd C. Co.

Lesher, Williem If,, 1lst Sgt - Tfd Sept. 12, 1918 Officers School.
Levins, Jemes W., Pvt -~ H.D. llay l%, 1918, S.C.D.

Loftus, David, Pvt = Tfd H.Q.Co.

Loftus, Robert 0., Pvt - Tfd Apr. 28, 1918, Inf, unassigned,

Lucas, Clyde W., Pvt - Tfd Camp lMills Mar. 26, 1919,

Luginbuhl, Werner, Pvt - TIfd June 12, 1918 - H.Q.II Corps.

Lyles, James F., Pvt = Tfd Camp Mills llar. 26, i919. |

Lyman, Pierre F., Pvit - Tfd Apr. 28, 1918 -~ Inf unassigned.

Lyon, Richard G., Sgt. - Tfd Apr. 20, 1918, 105th F.A.

Lyons? Sylvester- L., Pvt - Tfd Camp lfills llar. 26, 1919.

McCarthy, John J., Pvt Ist Cl - Wounded Oct. 19, 1918, H.D.Apr. 1, 1919,
McDevitt, Cornelius J.A., Pvt 1st Cl - H.D, Apr. 1, 1910.

McDonald, Bart R., Pvt - Gassed Sept. 28, 1918 - H.D. Apr. 1, 1919,
McDonald, Harry F., Pvt - Wounded Sept. 27, 1818 - H.,D. Apr. 1, 1519,
McDonough, James D., Pvt lst Cl - Tfd Camp Mills MMar. 26, 19189,
HbGeever, Patrick, Pvt - Tfd June 13, 1918 - Replace. Organization,
McGrane, Williem A., Cpl - H,D. Apr. 1, 1919.

MoHugh, David P., Pvt - Gassed Sept. 29, 1918 - H.D. Apr. 1, 1919,

WacArthur, Alexander A., Pvt - H.D. Jan, 14, 1918 - S.C.D.

lacauley, Frenk A., Cpl. - Wounded Sept. 27, 1918 - H.D. Apr. 1, 1919.
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llacDonald, James R., Pvt - Tfd Apr. 4, 1918 . 1024 M, P

llacDougall, Donald, Pvt - H.D. Apr. 1, 1919.
ack, John A., Pvt - H.D, Dec, 3; 1917, 8.C.D.
. Hackinlay, Doﬁald A.G., Sgt - Tfd D Co.
- llacklin, John F., Pyt - Wounded Sept. 27, 1918 ~ Hospital,
Madden, Ernest V., Pvt - HfD. Jan. 10, 1918 S8.C.D.
Maher, John P., Mech, -~ H.D. Apr, 1, 1919.
Malalk, Harry, Pvf = Tfd Camp lills, Mar, 26, 1919,
larcum, Squire A,, Pvt - Tfd Camp Mills lar, 26, 19]9.
Martens, Williem C., Cpl - H.D, Apr. 1, 1919,
Martin, George B., Pvt lst (1 = H.D, Apr. 1, 1919,
Martin, James J. Pvt 1lst Cl - HfD.-Apr. 1, 1919,
Matheson, Reinald H.W,, Pvt - H.D. fpr. 1, 1919,
Maurice, Charles A., Jre., Cpl = H.D. Apr. 1, 1919,
Wazberg, Ruby, Pvt - Tfd Cemp llills Mar, 26, 1919.
leehan, Edward J,, Pvt - H.D. Apr, L, 1919,
lfesker, Dayton B,, Supply Sgt - Gassed Sept, 28, 1918 ~ H,D, Apre 1, 1919,

Melio, Nick, Pvt = H.D, Apr. 1, 1919.

Uenendez, Chester 4., Sgt - H.D, Apr. 1, 1919,

Merrilatt, George E., Pvt - Tfd Camp Mills har. 28, 1919.

Merritt, Daniel H., Pvt 1lst C1 - Wounded Sept. 27, 1918 - H D 4pr. 1, 1919,
Miller, Charles F., Pvt - Tfd Camp Mills Mar, 26, 1919,

Miller, Henny, Pvt - H,D. Apr. 1, 1919,

Mitchell, Glenn F., Pvt - H.D. Apr. 1, 1919,

Moffatt, George B., Pvt -.Tfd Jan. 9, 1918 - 1st N.H.Regt,

Mohr, Henry T., Pvt - Killed in action Sept., 27, 1918, |

liolloy, Edward J., Pvt lst Cl - H.D. Apr, 1, 1919,

Mooney, George J., Pvt - Woundsd Sept. 27, 1918 - Hospital.

Moore, Irving F., Pvt st Cl - H.D. Apr. 1, 1919, b
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Moran, Hichael V., Pvt = H.D. Apr. 1, 1919.

vulhollend, David J., Pvt lst Cl = H.D. 4pr. 1, 1919.

; Mnrphy,.Eﬁgene J., Prt - Killed in acvion Sept. 27, 1918.
lurray, Thomas E,S., Pvt - Tfd Cemp Mills Mar. 26, 1919.
Myers, Willie C., ovt - Tfd Cemp Mills Mar. 26, 1919.

Nagle, Gerald, Cpl - H.D. Apr. 1, 1919.

Nix, Mack T.G., Pvt - Tfd Camp Mills, lar. 26, 1919.

Noll, Joseph H., Pvt - Tfd Cemp 1fills Mer. 26, 1919,

North, Joseph M., Pvt =~ Tfd Camp 1fills liar. 26; 1919,
0'Calleghan, Maurice J., Cpl - H.D. Apr, 1, 19194

0'Connor, James 4., llech, - H.D. Apre 1, %910,

0'Day, John, Cpl - H.D. Apr. 1, 1919.

0'Hagan, Hugh P.,~ Pvt lst €l - H.Dy Apr. 1, 1919.

0'Hagan, Joseph J., Pvi - H.D. Apr. 1, 1919.

0'Kane, John J., Pvt - Tfd Camp 1ills ilar. 26, 1919,

Okie, Reginald W., Cpl - Tfd Nov. 19, 1917 - Fort McPherson.
0'Reilly, Jemes E., Pvt lst Cl = H.D, Apr. 1, 1919,

Paine, Charles, Sta. Sgt - H.D. Apr. 1, 1919,

Peine, Edward H., Sgt - Tfd. June 13, 1818 = Replace,organization.
Pantley, Harmon, Pvt - H.D. Apr.s 1, 1219,

parker, Henry A., Pvt - Tfd Camp Mills Mar. 26, 1919,
Pomerantz, Louis, Bugler - H.D. Apr. 1, 1919.

Popham, Lewis C., Pvi 1st Cl - Gassed Sept. 28, 1918 = H.,D. Apr. 1,
Popluder, Louis, Pvt lst Cl1 - H.D. fpr. 1, 1919.

Porter, William T., Pvt - Tfd Camp 1fills liar. 26,.19i9.
prindle, Clayton A., Pvt - Tfd Camp iills lar. 26, 1916.
Priour, Henry I., Pvt - Tfd Camp Hills lar. 26, 1919.

Quackenbush, John, Jr., pvt 1lst €1 - H.D. Apr. 1, 1919

E918.,




Quigley, Samuel !f., Jr., Pvt lst Cl - H.D. Apr. 1, 1919.

Redtke, Hermen A,F,, Pvt - H.D. Apr. 1, 1919, |

Rampell, Peter, Pvt - Tfd Jan, 28, 1918, lotor llech. Regt.
Ratliff, Ven A., Pvt - Tfd Camp lills Mar, 26, 1910,

Ream, Fred H., Pvt - Wounded Sept. 27, 1918 - Hospital.

Redick, Edward J., Pvt lst Cl - Wounded Oct. 18, 1918 - H.D, Apr. 1, 1919.
Reed, Williem J., Pvt - Discharged Jan., 10, 1918,

Reinhardt, Clarence R., Sgt = Wounded Sept. 29, 1818 - Hogpital.
Renner, Hugo V., Pvt - Tfd Camp Miils Mar, 26, 1919,

Reynolds, Peter E., Horse-shoer - H.D, Apr. 1, 1919.

Rhodeé, Roger A., Pvt - Tfd Apr. 5, 1918 - 102d IM,P.

Ring, Walter W., Pvt - Tfd Cemp Mills Mar. 26, 1919,

Robbins, Josiah C., Pvt -~ H.D. Apr. 1, 1919.

Robertson, Alexander J., Sgt - H.D, Apr. 1, 1919.

Rogers, Raymond R., Cpl - Tfd Jan. 21, 1919 - 106th Inf.

Rosenbach, Herman C., Pvt lst Cl -- Tfd Cemp iills Mar, 26, 1913.

Rosenstock, Harry, Pvt 1lst Cl - Gassed Sept. 29, 1918 - Hospital.
Rupprecht, Emil W., Pvt - Gassed Sept. 28, 1918 -~ H.D. Apr. 1, 1919,
Russell, James G., Pvt lst Cl - Wounded Sept, 27, 191p - H.D.Apr. 1, ¥919,

Samon, James G., Cook - Gassed Sept. 30, 1918 - H.D. Apr. 1, 1910,

Schnitker, Martin C., lless Sgt - H.D, Apr. 1, 1819,
Scott, Herlow L., Pvt - .lst Cl ~ H.D. Apr. 1, 15619.
Seiler, John S,.,, Pvt - Tfd H.Q.Co, |

Selwa, liichael, Pvt -Tfd Camp LHills ler. 26, 1919.
Shand, Alsxander G., Pvit ".de H.Q. Co.

Shevlin, letthew J., Sgt - H.D, fpre. 1, 1918,

Sill, G.Louis, Sgt .- Tfd ey 1, 1918 - Hospital,
Simonson, Harry S., Pvt 1st Cl1 - H.D. Apr., 1, 1910,

Simpson, Paul T., Sgt - TIfd Llar. 6, 1919 .~ Hospital.




- Skahill, Walter J., lech - Tfd Jan., 28, 1918 - kiotor llech Regt.

Smith, Joseph A., Cpl - H.Ds Apr, 1, 1919,

Sokowsky, Domed, Pvt - H.,D. Apr. 1, '19k9.

Starck, Walter A., Sgt - Wounded Aug. 31, 1918 - H,D. Apr. 1, 1919.

Stetson, Webster W., Sgt - H.D. Oct, 23, 1917 - Commissioned,
Stuzmen, George V., Pvt - H.D. Jan. 10, 1918 - S8.C.D,

Suckley, Robert B., Pvt - Tfd Aug. 18, 1918 ~ H.Q. II Corps.

Sulliven, Eugene F., Pvt lst cl - H.D. Apr. 1, 1919,
Sullivan, James J., Pvi - Tfd Dec. 23, 1917 - 106th 1.G.B.
Surnbuger, Charles, Pvt - Td June 1918,

Thompson, Louis I, Jr., Sgt‘— H.D., Apr. 1, 1919.

Tish, Joseph F., Pvt 1lst cl - H.D. Apr. 1, 1919,

1917 - Aviation Section

Tuckerman, Roger, Cpl - Tfd Nov. 13,

Usina, Edward A., Pvt - Tfd Jan, 23, 1918 - Ordinance Corps.
1, 1919,

VanDerveer, Frank G,, Mess Sgt - Gassed Sept. 30, 1918 - H.D. Apr,

Van Steenbergh, James T., Pvt - Tfd Dec. 30, 1917 - Q.li.Corps

Vun Hegen, Willard A., Pvt - H.D..:Dec, 3, 1917 = S.C.D.
Waaler, Reidar, Sgt - H.D. Apre 1, 191%.
Welker, Russell T., Sgt - H.D. Oct. 28, 1917 - Convenience of Govt,

)5 ; Waller, Lewrence W., Pvt - H.D. Jen. 9, 1918 - Convenience of Govt,

Walsh, Joseph P., Jr,, Pvt lst ol - Tfd Apr. 24, 1918 - Aviation Sec.

Wélz, George, Jr., Cook - H,D. Jan. 31, 1918 -~ S.C.D.

Waterman, Clyde H., Cpl - H.D. Apr. 1, 1919,

Watermen, Elisha H., lst Sgt - H.D. Apr. 1, 1919,

Whitehead, Allyn G., Pvt lst ol - Tiounded Septe 27, 1918 - Hospital.
Whitney, Stephen 8., Pvt lst cl - H,D, Apr. 1, 1919,

Wivorg, Aksel, Pvt lst cl - HeD., Lpr. 1, 1218,




Wicks, John D., Pvt - H,D, Jan. 10, 1918 - §,C.D.
Wolfe, Charles H., Supply Sgt - Tfd July 18, 1918 ~ Commissioned

Wood, Stanley, G., Pvt - Tfd Mar, 31, 1919 - 152d Depot Brigade.

Wright, BHarrison, Sgt = H,D. Oct. 27, 1917 -~ Commissioned,

Zimmerman, Charles, Pvt - Tfd Apr. 29, 1918 = 102d Ammun., Train

Zimmerman, Louis, Pvt - Tfd March 6, 1919 - Hospital,




(N

The following saw continuous service in Company A

from its beginning until mustered out on fpril 1, 1919,

(Unessential absences on detached service while at school or on furlough-or
other short absences not taken into consideration.)

Officers

Captain L, Horatio Biglow, Jr.

1st Lieut. Jo Fahys Cook

1st Lieut, Harold L, Downey

Peter J, Bagnasco
Charles W, Baker
Thomas F, Barry
Philip S. Blakeman
William M, Clay
Frederick P, Cobb
Ijurrell H. Consorty
John C, Faucher
Frederick C. Fishbeck
Charles S. Geary
Thomas J« Hargesheimer
Marshall R, Herron
Richard I. C. Hess
Thomas J. Hodgins
Francis W. Howell
Edward S. Hunter
Harry G. Kearns
Joseph H, Kelly
Louis A, Lanthier
Donald MacDougall
John P. lMsher
William Ce Martens
Georgg' Be Martin
James J., Martin
Reinald W, lMatheson

Fnlisted len

Louis Zimmerman

&,

Charles A, Maurice, Jr,
Glenn F, Mitchell
Edward J. Malloy

David J, iulholland
Maurice Je. O’Callaghan
James A, O'Conner

John 0 'Day

James E, O'Reilly
Charles Paine

Louis Popluder

John Quackenbush, Jr.
Samuel M. Quigley, Jre.
Herman A,F, Radtke
Josiah C, Robbins
Matthew J. Shevlin
Paul T, Simpson
Joseph &, Smith
Walter A, Starck
Fugsne F. Sullivan
Louis il Thompson,.Jr.
Josepn F, Tisch
Reidar Tlaaler

Clyds H. Vaterman
BElisha H, Vaterman
Aksel Wiborg
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The following were in action while on duty with the Company.

Officers

1st Lisut. Harold L, Downey
2rd Lieut, Harry B. Jennings
2nd Lieut, Harry H. Powers

Captain L. Horatio Biglow, Jr.
lst Lieut. J. Fahys Cook
lst Lieut. William C, Barthman

Enlisted lien

Alexander Ackerman
Frederick A, Adler
Morton B. Allen
Francis X, Arnold
Joseph G. Babin
Peter J, Bagnasco
Charles W, Baker
Lawrence T, Ballard
Thomas F. Barry
Oscar W. Barth
Edmond W, Becker
Philip S. Blakeman
Ferdinand V, Bradford
Arthur J. Brooks
Thomes L. Burns
Lester H. Burton
Howard D, Bush
William Cahill
George O, S. Carr
Wallace J. Carraher
Kenneth F. Carter
Harold W, Chestnut
Parmly S. Clapp, Jr.
William M, Clay
Frederick P, Cobb
William J. Conley
John Conlon

Cerl W. Conroy
Murell H, Consorty
Henry P, Cutter
Edward J. Daly

William W. Davenport, Jr.

Edward A, Day
Stephen O, Dean

John Dunne

James Durnan

John J. Dwyer

Edwin D. Elliott
Daniel J. Enright
Norman K. Eypper

John C. Faucher
Frederick C, Fishbeck

Alphonse T. Fleming
Roger R. Frawley
Welter J. Frazer
Harry J. Frey
Williem I, Fyfe
John H, Gearrison
Charles A, Garvin
Charles S, Geary
William Guhl

Arthur S, Guida
Charles W, Halik
John H, Halpin
Walter L, Hanford
George A, Hansen
David R. Harford
Thomas J., Hargesheimer
William J, Hartman
Laurence B. Hayward
Marshall R, Herron
Richard I.C. Hess
George D, Howitt
Thomas J, Hodgins
Fredericlt Hofmeister
Francis W, Howell
Bruce (. Hubbard
Lecnard S, Hubbard
Roy Hujus

Edvrard 5, Hunter
Lawrence M, Hunter
George Innes

Harold Ireland
Frank Jefferson
Charles H, Johnson,dJr,
Frederick T. Johnson
Harold C, Jones
John J, Kane

Reubten Kave

Thomas F, Kavanaugh
Frank A, Kearns
Harry G. Kearns
Francis J. Kelly
Joseph H, Kelly




Joseph J, Kenny
Thomas P, Kenny
Harry E. Koenig
Henry A, Kralinger
John J. Lahey
James H, Lamberson
Louis A, Lanthier
William D, Lauerman
Charles J. Lay
William J, Leap
-Thomas Leigh
Lawrence C, Leonard
William M, Lesher
David Loftus
John J. kcCarthy
Cornelius J. A, McDevitt
Bart R, McDonald
Harry F. McDonald
Williem A, McGrane
David P, McHugh
Frank A, Macaulay
Donald MacDougall
John F, Macklin
John P, Maher
William C, Martens
George B, Martin
James J, Martin
Reinald Matheson
Charles A, Meurice, Jr,
Edward J. Meehan
Dayton B. Meeker
Chester. I, lenendey
Daniel H, Merritt
Henry Miller
Glenn F, Mitchell
Henry T, Mohr
Edward J, Malloy
George J. Mooney
Irving F. Moore
* Michael V. Moran
David J, Mulholland
Eugene J. Murphy
Gerald Nagle
Maurice J, 0'Callaghan
James A, 0'Connor
John 0 'Day
Hugh P. O'Hagan
Joseph J, O7Hagan
Janes E, 0'Reilly
Charles Paine
Louis Pomerantz
Lewis C. Popham
Louis Popluder
John Quackenbush, Jr,
Sanuel M, Quigley, Jr.

LAY

Herman 4, F, Radtke
Van A, Ratliff
Fred, H. Ream
Edward J, Redick
Clarence R, Reinhardt
Josiah C. Rebbins
Alexgnder §, Robertson
Harry Rosensteock
Emil W. Rupprecht
James G. Russell
James G, Samon
Hartin C, Sechnitker
Harlow L, Scott
John S, Seiler
Matthew Jo, Shavlin
Harry S, Simonson
Peul T. Simpson
Joseph A, Smith
Walter A, Starck
Robert B. Suckley
Eugene F. Sullivan
Louis M, Thompson, Jr.
Joseph ¥, Tiszch
Frank G. VenDerveer
Reidar Waaler
Cliyde H, Waterman
Elisha H, Watsrman
Allyn G, Whitshead
Stephen S, Whitney
Aksel Viborg
Charles i, Wolfe
Louis Zimme:rman




